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CHIROPODIST: 
Terry St George - 01255 820885:  Mobile: 07775 833200 

POLICE: 
Clacton 0300 333 4444 
24 hour Non emergency number 101 

In an emergency ring 999 

PC Rob Willmot  - Tel: 101 extension 440356 

PCSO Julia Brandon - Tel: 101 extension 440222 
Julia.brandon@essex.pnn.police.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL: 
Chairman - Pippa Dennitts, Cedarwood, Moors Close. 
Great Bentley, CO7 8QN.  Telephone 07848 872018 

Clerk to the Council - Denise Humphris 
Correspondence to:  The Clerk, Community Resource Centre,  
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TENDRING DISTRICT COUNCILLOR: 
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COUNTY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE: 
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email: egog@btinternet.com 

GOOD NEIGHBOURS TRANSPORT: 
Rita Baverstock - 01206 251271 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: 
Richard Nowak - 01206 250204 

MEDICAL AIDS: 
Richard Nowak - 01206 250204 

TENDRING FURNITURE SCHEME:  
Rocket House,  Gorse Lane Industrial Estate, Clacton: 
01255 476068 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS: 
email: bookings@greatbentleyvillagehall.co.uk 
07494 234049 

METHODIST HALL BOOKINGS: 
Robert & Janet Taylor, Dominica, Moors Close - 01206 250087 

GT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL: - 01206 250331 

COLNE COMMUNITY SCHOOL: - 01206 303511 

VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER: 
Heather Taylor, Granville, Plough Road - 01206 251004 

COLCHESTER HOSPITALS:  01206 747474 

CLACTON & DISTRICT HOSPITAL: 01255 201717 

FOOTPATH REP: David Gollifer 01206 250309 

VILLAGE TRANSPORT REP: Peter Harry - 01206 250511 

VILLAGE CARETAKER: 
Bobby McWilliams, Boblyn, St Mary’s Rd, Aingers Green 
01206 250732 

WHEELCHAIR LOANS: 
Alan Bayliss, 01206 250450. 
 

 

 

Village Information 
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Front Cover 
 

A winter scene 
by Sue French 

EDITORIAL 

I feel rather fraudulent writing this as I have honestly had nothing much at 
all to do with this month's magazine. I am currently in a very hot 
California with the family after nearly two years, but by the time you read 
this I will be back in Great Bentley. I cannot wait to see the Christmas 
lights around the village and so thanks in advance to the Plummer family, 
I just know it will be stunning. After the lock down last Christmas I am 
sure, for many, this will be an extra special festive season and we will 
appreciate everything so much more. Reflecting back on Covid, as I do at 
times, I think one of the things that surprised me the most was that we 
had so much freedom to come and go as we pleased and I for one took it 
for granted. Not being able to travel, shop, go to church, clubs, 
organisations or just visit friends and neighbours was so hard. Things are 
thankfully getting back to a new normal. I am just so happy and grateful 
that we were able to keep the magazine going. This seems like the ideal 
opportunity to thank everyone involved with the magazine, for sending in 
articles and information, helping to collate, staple, deliver, proof read, all 
part of a huge team effort. I have to say a very special thank you to 
Carole, who typesets and prints the magazine and who has produced this 
one whilst I took leave of absence. Carole will not mind me saying that it 
has been a very difficult year for her but she has battled on and as a 
team we have tried to do our best to keep Gt Bentley Parish News full of 
interesting news and views.  Must also mention here our wonderful 
advertisers who are so loyal and without whom we could not produce the 
magazine in its present form. Farewell to a few advertisers, welcome to 
some new ones and if you would like to promote your business, we would 
love to hear from you, details included in the text. 
 Although not physically present in the village I have watched from 
afar and it was so wonderful to see the turnout on 11th November. Many 
are saying that Remembrance Sunday was the best attended in many 
years and how wonderful to see children from the village school, the 
Scouting movement and junior football club paying their respects. The 
future is in good hands I feel. 
 The churchyard clear up will I hope have equal success and thanks 
to all involved there who will have helped on the day and also those who 
spend time on maintenance throughout the year. It is such an important 
facility for the whole village. On the subject of remembrance the St Mary's 
church Memory Tree will be ready for you to go along, write a special 
message to a loved one no longer with us on one of the stars, and hang 
it up. This will start at the end of November and go on through December 
and again, details are included on page 3. This is such a lovely thing to 
do especially at this time of year when we miss those special people 
more than ever. You can support the churchyard by joining the 100 club 
full details on page 32. 
 There is so much to enjoy this month and lots to join in with if 
circumstances allow. So take extra delight in all of the things you love, 
with those you love. What an amazing village Great Bentley truly is, such 
a great and caring community with lots to offer and even better if you feel 
that you can give a little bit back by volunteering then the village will be 
an even better place. I must add a thank you here to Bentley in Bloom for 
the autumn and winter displays which are enjoyed by us all. 
 Our January magazine, will as always be produced and delivered 
early and is really the festive issue so any Christmas anecdotes, favourite 
recipes, places to visit, happy memories, we would love to hear from you. 
The deadline is Wednesday 8th December. Thanks again Carole, and 
Jennie and Soo for proofreading. 
Happy Christmas everyone.   
Mary Maskell 
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THE MONTHLY LETTERS - DECEMBER 

I am so looking forward to Christmas this year, the opportunity to sing carols and come together in celebration 
and worship and giving thanks for the birth of Jesus - God’s gift to the world, that we might know God better! 
There have been so many times this year that I, and so many others I’m sure - have relied on God’s strength. 
Life has been very different and very difficult at times.  
 During this time I, like so many others, will be mindful of those who are no longer with us, those who we 
have entrusted to God. Christmas is the time we want to be able to do something for all those that we love, so 
like last year - there will be a tree outside St Mary’s Church for you to write your message and place it on the 
tree – we will provide the pens and stars and would love to see you on Saturday mornings (27th Nov, 4th 11th 
and 18th December). 
 There will also be additional services ‘Nine Lessons and Carols’ on 19th December at 6pm, Children’s 
Service of Readings and Carols 5.30pm outside – please remember to bring your 
torch and wrap up warm! and of course our Christmas Day Family Service at 10am.. 
 I do wish you all a happy Christmas and a healthy and peaceful New Year! 
Every Blessing 

Sharon 

 
 
 

Snow Day 
 
Are you looking forward to snow this winter? Science tells us that each and every one of those flakes that falls 
from the sky and settles on the ground is unique. I don’t know how many flakes are outside my window right 
now, but I suspect the numbers are astronomical – and they certainly will be if we count the numbers falling 
across the UK right now, let alone around the world. And each and every single one of them is unique! 
 We also know that every human being on the planet is unique. Even when we are talking about identical 
siblings the reality is that each will have unique attributes, personalities, preferences and experiences that 
make them identifiable from one another. Yet, alongside this uniqueness, each and every human being is, 
according to scripture, made in the image of God. 
 It seems to me that too often we find it difficult to recognise the divine image in those who are not like 
us. Too often as the Church, and as individual Christians, we have written-off those who are different to us. 
Whether they are different physically, intellectually, or emotionally, whether they are different in their skin 
colour, gender, sex, age, sexuality, place of origin, wealth, health or life-experience, whether they are different 
in sporting preferences, political opinions, or musical taste, we find ourselves on occasion denying the divine 
image another person carries, and in so doing we deny their humanity. 
 Of course, there are times when this happens on a grand scale – let us not pretend that Christians and 
the Church have not, at times, supported genocide, apartheid, slavery, and cultural imperialism of the most 
devastating kinds. Far more frequently it happens on a much smaller and yet more pervasive manner. It can 
happen unthinkingly – we become used to what is normal to us, and when we encounter difference it can take 
a conscious act to deliberately recognise the value of that which is different rather than simply assume the 
other is wrong and of less value. 
 There is also the reality that even when we ourselves can see the divine value in others, we can be 
bound up in social systems that make appreciating that divine value more difficult – one of the reasons our 
guests appreciate the work we do at Hope@Trinity is that in doing so we make clear we see in them a value 
and worth that our social systems so often fail to recognise, yet the reality is that the work we do at Hope does 
not, as yet, stop such systems existing in the first place. 
 Each snowflake falling from the sky is unique and yet still a snowflake. Each individual we meet in life is 
unique, yet each and every one is made in the image of God, a carrier of the divine flame. The call of God, 
seen in Christ who is both fully human and fully divine and who, through the Spirit, asks us to follow him, is to 
strive to see in each person the image of God and in doing so to love them as we know God loves both us and 
them.  Rev. Tom Snow 
 
Reflection: 
Can you think of times when you have failed to recognise the image of God in another person? Can you think of a time 
when you have recognised the value and worth of someone that others had not seen? Take some time to think of and pray 
for someone you struggle to see the image of God in, and ask God to help you to see them as God sees them. 
 
Prayer: 
Creator God, you made humanity in your own image, blessed us, and saw that your creation was very good. Enable us, by 
the breath of your Spirit, to see ourselves and one another as you see us, and in so doing to offer the love you have 
revealed in you Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Thomas J Osborne, February 2021 

ST MARY’S CHURCH WEBSITE  

stmaryschurchgreatbentley.co.uk 
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CHURCH SERVICES IN DECEMBER 
 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, GREAT BENTLEY 
 

St Mary’s Church family wish you a very Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year 
 

The Memory Tree will be available again this year on four Saturdays from 10am to 12 noon. 
27th November and 4th, 11th and 18th December.  You are invited to write a message to a 
loved one and hang it on the tree. 
 
4th December Christmas Tree & Crib Festival  10am - 4pm 
5th December Christmas Tree & Crib Festival   11am - 4pm 
 
(Please see posters around the village and the church notice board for more details) 
 
19th December  Nine Lessons and Carols  6pm 
 
24th December  Children’s Service outside at 5.30pm  
    (weather permitting) 
 
24th December  Midnight Service 11.30pm 
 
Christmas Day Family Service 10am 

 
 

METHODIST CHURCH, GREAT BENTLEY 
 

Members of the Methodist Church Family wish everyone a happy and peaceful Christmas. 
 
28

th
 November  10-30 am Advent 1 Sunday, Deacon Janet Jenkins.  

Gift Service for the homeless and needy who come to Hope @ Trinity at our Church in 
Clacton.   Items needed: tea, coffee, sugar, biscuits, socks, gloves, boxer shorts, sweets, 
chocolate. Thank you!  
 
5

th
 December 10-30 am   Carol Service followed by refreshments. 

 
12

th
 December 10-30 am   Mrs Anne Scott 

3pm Spectrum Singers Christmas Concert with Christmas refreshments. 
 
19

th
 December 10-30 am  Derek Lang Holy Communion 

3pm Christingle service with Christmas refreshments. 
 
Christmas Day 10.00am Robert Taylor. 
A family service--bring a present to show us! Collection for "Action for Children" 

01206 250087:   07496836301:   07768795219 
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GREAT BENTLEY 

METHODIST 

CHURCH  NEWS  

ROTAS FOR ST MARY’S CHURCH 
FOR DECEMBER 

 
Reading Rotas  
5th Annabel Stearn 
12th Mandy Miles 
19th Mary Maskell 
24th - Midnight Service   David & Rosemary Branch 
  
 Prayer Rota 
5th Vicar 
12th David Branch 
19th Carol Kerridge 
24th Vicar 
 
Cleaning Rota 
4th Mandy Miles & Friend 
11th Linda Hayes 
18th Nicky Justice 
31st Bev Adams 
 

ST MARY’S SERVICES 
 

Sat 4th Christmas Tree & Crib Festival 10-4pm 
 
Sun  5th - 2nd Sunday in Advent 
Malachi 3.1-4: Luke 3.1-6  

 9.30am Holy Communion 

 11-4pm  Christmas Tree & Crib Festival 
 
Mon  6th 10am  Support in Loss 
 
Sun 12th - 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Philippians 4.4-7: Luke 3.7-18 

 9.30am Holy Communion 
 
Tues  14th 10am  Bible Study 
 
Sun 19th -  4th Sunday in Advent 
Hebrews 10.5-10: Luke 1.39-45 

 9.30am Holy Communion 

 6.00pm Nine Lessons and Carols 
 
Fri 24th - Christmas Eve 
 5.30pm   Children’s Service outside 
                in the Churchyard by torchlight.   
 
Sorry but our church is too small to accommodate 
everyone for this service safely and responsibly so 
please wrap up warm and bring a torch with you. 
 
11.30pm Midnight Service 
 
Sat 25th -  Christmas Day 
Titus 3.4-7: Luke 2.1-20: 

     10.00am Family Service 

Sun 26th - No Service on Boxing Day 

 

St. Mary's Church Facebook Page 
 
St. Mary's Church now has a new facebook page!  
 
Here we will be posting news of upcoming 
services, as well as any forthcoming events or 
fundraising. Please like and follow the page to 
keep up to date with our news, the page name is 
'St. Mary's Church Great Bentley'.  
 

Greetings to all for December joys culminating 
in Celebrating the Birth of our Lord 

 
Morning worship will be held at 10.30am unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
The leaders of worship are set out below: - 
 
December 5

th
    Advent 2    Carol Service  

December 12
th

  Advent 3   Anne Scott  

December 19
th

  Advent 4         Rev Derek Lang  

    Holy Communion   

December 25
th

 10am Christmas day  Robert Taylor 

December 26
th

    No service on Boxing day   
 
Coffee & Chat Mornings are back! Come and see us on 
Friday, 3rd December. Call in between 10am and 12noon. 
Coffee or Tea, Good conversation and various stalls. 
Funds for Hope at Trinity and Colchester Refuge. 
 
Messy Church is back!! 
After School on 7th December.  Children with their 
parent/carer are welcome for Christmas activities 
followed by a simple meal. 
 
Spectrum Singers will be giving us a concert 
followed by refreshments on the 12

th
 December at 

3pm. In order to plan for numbers tickets are 
available at £5 each in advance.  
Please contact Robert Taylor on 01206 250087 or  
email him on rjtaylor@mybroadbandmail.com 
 
Each week the following events are normally held at 
our Church.  
 
    Ring these numbers for more information. 
 
Messy Church once a month after school 250087 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 234241 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 251537  
The Adventurers Club.   Fridays 7 p.m. Ring 250087 
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FOOD BANK 
The container for the food bank is at the back of the 
Church.   
 
We are at present up to full capacity for pasta and 
tins of baked beans.  We would however welcome 
rice, tinned fruit, tinned custard and rice.  Biscuits, 
cereals, coffee, sugar, toilet rolls kitchen rolls, dog 
and cat food. 
 
We could also do with more washing up products, 
fairy liquid, cloths, washing powder, dishwasher 
tablets etc.  Also items for personal hygiene 
including soap, deodorant, shaving foam and 
sanitary products etc.  In the run up to Christmas a 
few little luxury items would be truly appreciated. 
 
THANK YOU 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
GREAT BENTLEY 

 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
& CRIB FESTIVAL 

 

Theme - ‘Pantomimes’ 
 

SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER 
10.00am - 4.00pm 

 
SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER 

11am - 4.00pm 
 

Christmas Food Stall: Bottle Tombola: 
Christmas Gifts/Crafts: 

Tombola & Raffle 
Teddy Stall 

Light Lunches and Refreshments 
Christmas Music 

 
   Entrance £1.00 

 Children Free 

St. Mary’s Wildlife Pond & Garden 
 

I am so glad I put a 
net over the wildlife 
pond with the leaves 
falling and very windy 
weather but there are 
gaps in the net for 
access and escape 
plus a separate bowl 
of water nearby. Although smaller leaves are getting 
through large ones aren’t making the water a nasty 
sludgy mess to deal with in the spring. I still need to 
deal with the garden next to the pond as some 
aggressive plants need removing but instead of 
dragging heavy bags over to the compost heap I 
have a garden buggy, worth its weight in gold. 
As the winter closes in some wildlife hibernate and 
although a nest box or bug house might seem 
unused, think again, because a tatty nest box, log 
pile, bug house etc can still be a cosy respite from 
the cold and wet and could be a lifesaver.  
 
I have plans to encourage even more frogs, 
dragonflies, butterflies and other wildlife to the pond 
and garden next year. Hearing what you have seen 
around the pond and garden on your visits and 
walks, it has been much appreciated and made it a 
great project. 
 
Thank you for reading my articles I hope you found 
them interesting but I’m signing off now for the 
winter. 
 
Mandy Miles  

Knit and natter 
 
Thank you all for coming to our group.  
 
It has been a joy to meet, have some lively chats 
over coffee and tea, and in my case try to finish the 
scarf I started in 2019 but chatting is far more 
interesting. 
 
There are some changes for the coming months. 
 
November, Tuesday 30th time 2 - 3.30 pm 
 
December, NO meeting 
 
January,    Thursday  27th time 2 - 3.30 pm  
 
Any changes or cancellations we 
will let people know as soon as 
possible. 
 
Many thanks  
Rev. Sharon and Mandy 
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Are you going to be booking your 
wedding at St Mary's church? 

 
If so, your first point of contact is 
our new Wedding Coordinator, 

Helen Brown 

 
Mobile Number  
07969 484 504 

Village Christmas Post 
 
I will be doing my annual Christmas Post Box for the 
the village & Aingers Green throughout December. 
Saturdays 4th, 11th and 18th between 9.00am and 
12 noon. 
I will be taking up my usual position by the village 
sign. 
 
All monies will be going to the Food Bank. 
  
If any one would like to volunteer to help man the 
box or undertake deliveries please give me a ring or 
a text on 07751455132. 
 
I f  y o u  a r e 
housebound and 
unable to get to the 
post box I will be 
happy to collect 
your cards for you. 
 

SUBS 
 

Subs are now due and remain the 
same 
£5 or £4 concessions. 

 
With your December magazine you will 
receive 
a note which tells you who delivers 
your magazine. 

 
PLEASE write YOUR name and 
address on an 
envelope and put your subs in and put 
it through your deliverer’s door. 

 
They will be so grateful if you help 
them in this way. 

 
Thank you so much 
Mary Maskell 

MAGAZINE COLLATING DAY 
FOR DECEMBER 

 

Magazine collating will be on 
MONDAY 20th DECEMBER 

in St Mary’s Church Parish Hall 
starting at 9.00am 

 
ALL WELCOME TO COME 

AND HELP COLLATE 

CHRISTMAS TREE SHREDDING 
 

          Saturday 8th January 
10am to 12 noon 

Near the Cricket Club 

 
Donations to  

Brain Tumour UK and 
Air Ambulance please 

 

PAMELA GODDARD 
 

This is to let all the friends of  
Pamela Goddard know she passed 

away peacefully on 
30th September 2021 



9 

 

 DEADLINE FOR JANUARY MAGAZINE 

WEDNESDAY 8th DECEMBER 

PLEASE NOTE EARLY DEADLINE 

Material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Green, 250524 AND 
Carole Allington, Poplar House, Station Road, 251086. 

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine” 

email: carole@pncallington.co.uk    AND  marymaskell@sys3internet.net 

IMPORTANT - PLEASE SEND ALL INFORMATION TO BOTH OF US  

 

 

 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

CATEGORIES FOR GREAT BENTLEY SHOW 
2022 

 

 Creepy Crawlies 

 Magic Moments 

 Sporting Chance 

 On Four Legs 

 East Anglian Skies 

 Up the Creek 

 Open … 

St Mary's Parish Hall 
 

Looking for a venue 
 

Why not hire our hall 
 

Beautifully stocked with fine bone china 
 

£15 per hour - minimum charge £30 
 

Please contact Lyn Gordon 
79, Birch Avenue CO7 8LS 

 
01206 681884 OR Mob 07870311610 

email; linda.bear@sky.com 
 

 
  

THE PLOUGH 
Opening times 

Mon-Thurs 12pm-10pm, Fri 12pm-midnight, Sat 9am-midnight, Sun 9am-10pm 

Open for Breakfast Saturday and Sunday from 9am 

Food served Monday-Saturday 12pm-8pm & Sunday 12pm-6pm  

Home Cooked food with daily specials. Functions catered for. 

Child and Dog friendly. 

Events and promotions throughout the year. 

Order for home delivery on Just Eat 

Tuesday Night Steak night 2 steaks and bottle of wine for £30 5pm-8pm 

Friday night 2 fish and chips for £20 5pm-8pm 

Book now for our brand new Festive Menu – perfect for work Christmas parties!  

New Year’s Eve 007 Casino night from 7pm 31st December – Book now! Tickets £20  

Quiz Night – Christmas Quiz 9th December – 7pm - £7 PP includes food.  

Kids Christmas party – Saturday 18th December 4pm Tickets £5 – Book Now!  

Find us on Facebook @the plough for updates 

 Call 01206 250563 
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WELCOME  
 

to new residents at Gable Farm, Aingers 
Green 

Karen and John to 27 De Vere Estate 
Janey to 52 De Vere Estate 

Keith and Rachel to 7 The Paddocks 
 

GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL RECYCLE SCHEME 

We currently take:      We don’t take 

 

Crisps and multi pack packaging    stretchy plastic such as bread bags etc 
Cakes, biscuits and crackers wrappers   cheese wrappers 
Sweets and chocolate wrappers    toiletries 
Pringles tubes, lids and foil seal (no other brand)  pet food pouches 
 
If you could help by sorting the wrappers first this would be amazing especially with  
COVID current restrictions this would go some way to safeguarding the spread. 
 

BINS CAN BE FOUND AT THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL 
 

COLLATING YOUR VILLAGE MAGAZINE 
 
We are back to collating the magazine in the Church 
Hall from 9am to 11am. 

 
We have a break for tea, coffee and biscuits. 

 
If you could come along to help us that would be 
wonderful, a warm welcome awaits you. 

 
We will be collating again on Monday 20th 
December. 
 
Everyone Welcome. 
  

CHRISTMAS WREATHS 
 
We will be making Christmas Wreaths to sell at  
St Mary's Christmas Tree Festival. 

 
They will be on mossed wire rings as usual. 
If you would like to preorder one please contact; 
Mary Maskell 
marymaskell@sys3internet.net  01206250524 
Jackie Kilby jackie@kilby-rawcliffe.co.uk 
or 01206 250717 

 
Our 12 inch wreaths will be £20. 
Our 14 inch wreaths will be £25 

 
We will also make some smaller 6 inch ones at 
£12 suitable for the cremation area. 

 
If you could leave your contact telephone number 
we can arrange for you to choose and collect your 
wreath on Thursday 2nd December. 
  

GET WELL SOON 
 

Get well soon Ron, 25 De Vere Estate.  
Hoping to see you out and about soon. 
 
Carol 

FOR SALE 

Morphy Richards 2 Litre Soup & Smoothie 
maker.  Hardly used, still in it’s original box 
and packing along with the recipe book.  £20 
 
Tel: 01206 251606 
 
CAN YOU HELP 

Does anyone have any land they are thinking 
of selling?   Ideally am looking for between 
seven and ten acres around Great Bentley 
and/or Harwich area.  
 
Tel: 07914097884 or 01206 251606 

JOHN MOSS 
 

Jennie and the family would like to thank 
everyone for their cards, condolences and kind 
words following the loss of John in October.  
The kindness and support of our friends has 
meant a lot during this difficult time.   
 
Also thanks to all who attended his funeral and 
for the generous donations received for the 
Alzheimer’s Society or Royal British Legion.   
 
Thank you to all who have  
helped in any way and  
shared their memories with us. 
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 Wildlives 

Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre 
 ‘Catkins’, Frating Road, Thorrington, Colchester CO7 8HT         

www.wildlives.org.uk 
Opening hours: n/a        07802  767016 

Outside of Wildlives’  hours, please call the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999 or log on to our website for advice on what to do with a 

sick animal until we are open again in the morning. See the web site for extra pictures too! 

A sad goodbye to little Henry December  

Sadly we have had to say goodbye to Henry A little rescue dog approaching 13 years old, he 
was suddenly taken ill. At the vets scans revealed a large ruptured tumour around the spleen 
which had caused major internal bleeding. Unfortunately it was inoperable, so Henry was put to 
sleep after a full life in which he attempted to take on a badger, regularly made a mess in the 
ash piles, and generally made his presence known. He will be greatly missed 

.  

A Woodcock, this year’s juvenile, was found trapped behind a shed trying to escape, where he 
had sustained superficial injuries to his head.  As woodcocks stress very easily and the injury 
was minor, it was decided to try to turn him round for release as soon as possible, Simon from 
the BTO came and ringed him, then he was taken to St. Osyth Priory for release where he 
quickly flew off into the bracken.  
 
Woodcocks migrate here for winter, mostly from Northwest Russia and the Baltic - this juvenile 
would have flown an average of 870 miles in his first migration here.  Although a wading bird, 
they spend most of their time in woodlands and fields, using their long beaks to probe the leaf 
litter.  They are mainly nocturnal, and their large eyes at the top of their heads gives them a good 
view of any predators approaching from above. 

A young swan, this year’s juvenile, landed on the A12 near Ardleigh (they often mistake concrete 
and tarmac for water). He was rescued and brought to Wildlives. He had no apparent injuries, so 
he was kept for a few days to be sure before Dave from the BTO  ringed him and arranged 
permission from the Ardleigh reservoir manager to release him there. We were updated a few 
days later that he has joined the main flock successfully  

 

There are still many tiny hoglets about, some at only 100g. 
Any hedgehog under 600g will either die in hibernation or fail 
to hibernate and die of cold or starvation. If you see a tiny hog, 
put him in a box in the warm with cat food and a shallow water 
dish, and phone Wildlives for advice in the morning. 

Merry Merry 
¯Christmas¯¯Christmas¯  

to all our volunteers, 
supporters, and everyone 
who cares about our 
wildlife.   
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CHRISTMAS POSTAL DATES 
 

UK Inland Services 
 

Sat  18th Dec 2nd Class.   
   Second class signed for 
Tues 21st Dec 1st Class, 1st class  
   signed for 
Thurs 23rd Dec Special Delivery  
    Guaranteed 
 
HM Forces Mail - British Forces Post Office  

 
Mon  29th Nov Operational HM Forces 
Mon  6th   Dec Static Forces 
 

International Delivery Service 
 

Africa   Wed 8th Dec 
Asia   Wed 8th Dec 
Australia  Mon  6th Dec 
Austria  Thurs 16th Dec 
Belgium  Thurs 16th Dec 
Canada  Mon 13th Dec 
Caribbean  Wed 1st Dec 
Central America Wed 8th Dec 
Cyprus  Fri 10th Dec 
Czech Republic Mon 13th Dec 
Denmark  Thurs 16th Dec 
Eastern Europe (except Czech Republic, 
Poland and Slovakia) Sat 11th Dec 
Far East  Wed  8th Dec 
Finland  Mon 13th Dec 
France  Thurs 16th Dec 
Germany  Thurs 16th Dec 
Greece  Mon 6th Dec 
Iceland  Thurs 16th Dec 
Ireland  Thurs 16th Dec 
Italy   Mon 6th Dec 
Luxemburg  Thurs 16th Dec 
Malta   Fri 10th Dec 
Middle East  Wed 8th Dec 
Netherlands  Thurs 16th Dec 
New Zealand Mon 6th Dec 
Norway  Thurs 16th Dec 
Poland  Mon 13th Dec 
Portugal  Mon 6th Dec 
Slovakia  Thurs 16th Dec 
South America Wed 8th Dec 
Spain   Thurs 16th Dec 
Sweden  Fri 10th Dec 
Switzerland  Thurs 16th Dec 
Turkey  Sat 11th Dec 
USA   Mon 13th Dec 
 

Share the magic this Christmas  
for your local hospice 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This festive season, St Helena Hospice is asking local 
people to share the magic of Christmas and spread 
moments of magic to patients and their loved ones, so 
they can enjoy their favourite traditions with the people 
they love at this special time of year.  
  
The local charity has a number of festive ways you can 
get involved and raise vital funds to help more local 
families to create lasting memories of a special 
Christmas.  
  
If you will be decorating a real Christmas tree this 
December, have you thought about how to dispose of it 
after the holidays?  
  
If you live in the CO1 to CO9, CO11, or CO13 to CO16 
area, you can register your tree for collection as part of 
the Christmas Tree-cycle. Then on Saturday 8th January, 
a team of volunteers will be spreading the magic of 
Christmas by collecting and recycling your tree! All in 
exchange for a donation to St Helena Hospice that will 
help to support local people facing incurable illness and 
bereavement this festive season. Simply register your tree 
on the St Helena Hospice website.  
  
If you’re looking for something festive and fun to do at 
work, school or with your friends or family – why not 
spread the magic of Christmas by doing some festive 
fundraising? Whether that’s with a sponsored walk, jog or 
run in your best elf-fit or rocking your favourite Christmas 
knitwear for the day, there’s plenty of ways to get involved 
and support St Helena Hospice. Need some more elf-
spiration? Find out more and request your Christmas 
fundraising pack at the St Helena Hospice website. 
  
Or, enjoy a magical evening of Christmas carols at the 
Magic of Christmas Carol Concert on Tuesday 7th 
December from 5pm, at Fillpots Garden Centre. Featuring 
the Boxted Methodist Silver Band, Concorde Singers 
and children from Brinkley Grove Primary School, plus 
kids Christmas crafts, Father Christmas, and delicious 
refreshments, there’s fun for all the family. Buy your 
tickets via the St Helena Hospice website. 
   
You can find out about all the ways you can sprinkle 
moments of magic and the difference you will make to 
patients and families supported by St Helena Hospice at 
the website, www.sthelena.org.uk/magic  
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BELLRINGING NOTES 
 
You will have heard a single bell being tolled on the 11th November leading up to the act of remembrance at the 
village war memorial. We do this every year prior to the 11 o’clock prayers  on the 11th day of the 11th month as a 
way of showing respect for the fallen from all armed conflict. In addition, the bells are rung with a leather ‘muffle’ 
on one side of the clapper prior to the service on Remembrance Sunday. This slightly different and rather solemn 
type of ringing is only ever carried out on sad occasions or times of remembrance and is completely different from 
the customary celebration ringing. 
 
We are fast approaching the busiest time of the year for the band as we will be ringing for all church events and 
services in December as usual. 
 
We actively seek new members and feel that it is now safe to teach again, although we still wear masks as a 
precaution. 
 
If you wish to learn and help perpetrate this ancient and uniquely English skill, please contact me on the number 
below. 
 
You do not need to be strong! 
 
You do not need to have rung a musical instrument! 
 
Roger Carey-Smith 

07422 880921 

ADVERTISING IN GREAT 
BENTLEY PARISH NEWS 2022 

 
If you would like to advertise in our magazine 
for next year now is the time to get in touch. 
We have 3 sizes of adverts. 
Our smallest size will be £55 for the year 
                       medium £95 
               quarter page £160 

 
Please contact Mary Maskell 01206 250524 
or email marymaskell@sys3internet.net 

 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

ENSURE YOU 
GET REAL FIBRE! 

 
Order your County Broadband REAL FIBRE 

broadband connection now! 
 

Visit www.countybroadband.co.uk and enter 
your postcode to pre-order your 
REAL FIBRE broadband online, 

or call us on 
01376 562 002 

 
For terms & conditions visit 

countybroadband.co.uk/terms/promoterms/
tncamazon2111 
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PET NOTES 

 

NAUGHTYNAUGHTYNAUGHTYNAUGHTY    
- Mince pies, eccles cakes, 
Christmas pudding and any 
other product containing 
raisins, sultanas and currants 
- Chocolate 
- Macadamia nuts 
- Onions (and garlic, leeks, 
shallots and chives) 
- Artificial sweeteners (xylitol 
may be found in sweets and 
chewing gum) 
- Leftovers (beware toxic 
ingredients and the risk of 
mould producing lethal toxins) 

NICENICENICENICE    
- Carrot sticks 
- Cooked chicken 
- Rice 
- Boiled potato 
- White fish 
- Commercial treats 
- My personal favourite is to 
give a couple of dental biscuits 
 
Why limit yourself to edible 
treats?.... 
- A new bed 
- A new toy 
- Quality time 

Pet owners should also be aware of the following Christmas hazards: 
 

- Plants (holly, ivy, mistletoe, poinsettia and Christmas trees should not be ingested) 
- Silica gel 
- Christmas decorations 
- Potpourri 
- Candles 
-   Cigarettes and alcohol 
 

 
I will take this opportunity to express my heartfelt thanks to everyone in our village who has wished me well and 
supported me as I set up Weeley Veterinary Centre. If you would like to follow my progress, please like and 
follow my Facebook page www.facebook.com/weeleyvetcentre 
 
I look forward to serving you and your pets next year. For now, I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 
 
Dr April Young MRCVS 

 Sandwiches Needed at hope@trinity  
 
We are hoping to set up regular, steady donations of loaves of sandwiches which will be taken to hope@trinity 
every four weeks on a Wednesday. Rounds wrapped individually and put back into the loaf bag marked as to the 
filling will be gratefully received.  
 The next visit will be on Wednesday 8th December please bring them to The Methodist Church that 
morning between 9 45 and 10 15 am.  
 
For further information ring : Jackie Kilby  01206 250717  or Judy Bishop 01206 251702 

‘Tis the season to be jolly and many of us will get our pets into the Christmas spirit with a treat or two.  But 
before you give your furriest fami8ly member that something special, check whether it falls on my naughty or 
nice list …. 
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GREAT BENTLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF A CASUAL VACANCY   

WE NEED A NEW COUNCILLOR  

 
Great Bentley has 9 councillor seats and due to the resignation of one of our councillor team we are able to co-
opt someone to the vacant seat – so there is no election this time around! 
 
There is so much to get involved in from reviewing planning applications, meeting with highways inspectors, 
playground inspections, allotments, helping to protect and maintain the Green, and making decisions about the 
parish element of Council Tax bills, to name but a few!  
 
Your main responsibility will be to attend the Parish Council meetings which take place on the first Thursday of 
each month at 7pm at The Village Hall and depending on your own interests there are various other 
committees and working parties who meet at different times throughout the year. 
 
You do not need any previous qualifications or experience as full training can be provided. 
 
We are looking for an enthusiastic individual, who is interested in helping to maintain and improve the facilities 
in the Village and who can bring a fresh perspective to the things that we already do – so we would particularly 
welcome applications from individuals who can bring some diversity to our existing hard-working team of 
councillors. 
 
As a councillor you will be required to sign up to the Council’s Code of Conduct and complete a Declaration of 
Interest Form which will be publicly available (although private addresses are now protected from public view). 
The term of Office will end at the next local elections in May 2023 when you may nominate yourself to be 
elected if you so choose. 
 
The Council is currently reviewing their co-option policy, and this is due to be formally approved at our meeting 
on December 2nd 2021 – in the meantime if you are interested in applying for this position please contact the 
Parish Clerk Denise Humphris for full details of the process and an application form. 
 
Completed applications must be with the Clerk (paper copies or e-mail) by 5pm on Friday 10th December. All 
applicants will be invited to a future parish council meeting (date to be confirmed) where the Council will make 
the final decision on who will be co-opted. 
 
CONTACT for further information and application form: Denise Humphris 
The Clerk to the Council 
 
clerk@greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk 

07359 034865    or    01206 256410 

 FOODBANK 
 
The Foodbank is there to help all in need and will 
be especially helpful in these difficult times, with 
winter approaching. 
 If you could benefit from this service please 
do give Win Pomroy a ring, she will be pleased to 
help you. 
She organises this service in Brightlingsea. 
Call Win on 01206 303902 
or 079704 80968 
 

Calling all singers 
 
We will be having our service of 9 Lessons and 
Carols on 19th December, 3pm at St Osyth and 6pm 
at Great Bentley. I will be asking a scratch choir to 
sing at both events. 
 
Practice at St Osyth at 12.30 
Service at St Osyth 3pm 
Service at Great Bentley 6pm 
 
If you would like to join us, please let me know by 
emailing fibo12331@gmail.com 
 
Thanks, 
Fiona Bodmer 
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Christmas Fayre 

Saturday 11th December 

Village Hall  

2pm – 4pm 

Mitchell Room 

Raffle, tombola, xmas craft stall 

Refreshments and yummy cakes 

 

Fundraiser for the  

Queens Platinum 

Jubilee Celebrations  

June 2022 

 

Bev Adams for details 

01206 250724  

Great Bentley History Society 
 Speakers 2022  

  
13th January Andy Schooler  
   Everything Stops for Tea 
   A history of tea and some 
   musical associations 
 
10th February Paul Barber 
   Life as Denzil in Only Fools 
   and Horses 
   Please bear in mind if doing tv 
   or film work Paul may need to 
   re-arrange. 
 
10th March  Jeff Page 
   Barking Abbey 
   One of the most prestigious 
   religious institutions. 
 
14th April  John Mallinson 
   Some very odd things about 
   Fordham 
 
12th May  History of Spoken English 
   Why do we have such strange 
   spelling? 
 
9th June  Adrian Wright  
   Flood and Fire 
   What’s happening to the 
   world. 
 
8th September Bryan Thurlow 
   The Story of an Evacuee  
   made good 
 
13th October Simon Gallup 
   Lavenham, Dedham & the 
   Cloth Trade 
 
10th November Adam Wightman 
   Clacton Man & Woman 
   - the first settlers in England. 
 
8th December AGM & Christmas Get  
   Together (Members Only) 
 
Meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm.  New 
members and visitors very welcome. 
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A FEW NOTES FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

 
SIGN UP FOR SANTATHON AND GIVE CASH PRESENTS FOR GOOD CAUSES 

A Santa fun run is being held on Clacton seafront from 1pm on Saturday, 4th December. 
The Santathon, has been organised by Tendring District Council’s (TDC) Chairman Jeff Bray to fundraise for 
his chosen charity, CVS Tendring. Those who sign up will receive a free Santa suit to complete the fun run in. 
The route will take runners along the lower promenade from Clacton Pier to Martello Bay, then back along the 
upper promenade. 
 Cllr Bray said he “looks forward to seeing a hoard of Father Christmases running along the seafront, 
hopefully having some fun all in the name of a good cause, Santa runs have proved to be popular elsewhere 
and I hope this will be a great addition to the town’s event calendar – possibly for years to come. You don’t 
have to get sponsorship, but if you do then you’ll be supporting a great cause.”  The event costs £10 to enter, 
which includes a Santa suit. To sign-up visit https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/leisure/events-entertainment/
whats-on/santathon.  All those who take part will receive a medal, and there is a trophy up for grabs for the 
best-dressed Santa.  The Atlanta Café is supporting the Santathon, hosting the event desk on the day and 
supplying bottled water to the runners.  Café owner Rob Kendall said: “We’ve seen some unusual sights along 
the prom over the years, but usually in the summer, so this will be a welcome twist, and we’re delighted to be 
supporting it.” 
 CVS Tendring leads and supports voluntary action in Tendring, providing community services as well as 
promoting and developing the district’s community and voluntary sector as a whole. 
As a reminder, and if you wish to take part please book in very soon as this is taking place on Saturday 
4

th
 December. 

 

SMALL GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS IN TENDRING 

TDC did this recent press release in the hope that smaller organisations may have a small project 

which could be helped through the funds that Government has made available. 

 Grants are available for smaller organisations in Tendring who are running micro-projects in local 
communities. Groups can apply for funding between £500 and £2,500 from the Community Champions 
scheme. 
 Directed at communities which have been disproportionately affected by Covid-19, Tendring District 
Council (TDC) was successful in a bid to the (then) Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
for the cash.  Lynda McWilliams, TDC Cabinet Member for Partnerships, encouraged organisations to apply.  
“Government handed this money over knowing that local communities are best-placed to know where it can be 
best spent, and we are following the same principle, Community Champions have already done great work to 
build relationships with and between our communities, and this second round of funding can help that work to 
go even deeper.” 
 Phase one of the Community Champions scheme saw funding distributed to bigger local organisations 
for agreed projects.  Phase two is looking to support in particular community integration and confidence, 
support to use local amenities; overcoming digital exclusion; increased knowledge and take-up of support 
schemes; and building trust. 
Applications must be made by 31 December 2021, and meet the criteria set out by the government. 

Funds will be released in early February. 

Anyone looking to apply should contact Rebecca Morton at rmorton@tendringdc.gov.uk for information and an 

application form. 

 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED IN FIFTH TENDRING YOUTH AWARDS 

Young people who show enthusiasm, determination and passion for their community were celebrated at the 
fifth year of the Tendring Youth Awards in Clacton’s Princes Theatre on Tuesday 19th October. 
More information is available on TDC’s website https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/community/young-people/

tendring-youth-awards 

I wish you all “A Very Merry Christmas”I wish you all “A Very Merry Christmas”I wish you all “A Very Merry Christmas”I wish you all “A Very Merry Christmas”    

Thank you all so much for your support and interest throughout the yearThank you all so much for your support and interest throughout the yearThank you all so much for your support and interest throughout the yearThank you all so much for your support and interest throughout the year    
Cllr. Lynda McWilliams 
Ward Councillor to the Parishes of Great Bentley, Little Bentley and Frating  
and TDC Cabinet Member with the portfolio for Partnerships. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns; I am always very 
pleased to help and hear from you. 
 
Email lynda@boblyn.co.uk    cllr.lmcwilliams@tendringdc.gov.uk 
Tel. No. 01206 250732     Mobile 07564 613603 
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NATURE NOTES 
 

Serious concerns cannot be ignored of a local outbreak of contagious 
Bird Flu and the Glasgow Cop 26 international gathering. But firstly 
reports of Jays in numbers and less usual places have been received. 
Ten together at The Naze and several in coastal gardens at Holland-on- 
Sea have raised comment. Such sightings pose the question of whether 
they are from the Continent, but it has been a poor year for autumn 
migrants in the main. They are more likely UK wanderers linked to a 
relatively low crop of acorns, a staple food for them at this time of year. 

Similarly, to grey squirrels with hazel nuts, they normally bury large quantities of acorns as winter caches for 
later consumption. Remarkably studies have shown they remember where quite a high proportion are hidden, 
apparently with aid of small marking features on the ground. But some are not collected and account for the 
spread of oak seedlings. An acorn shortage this year probably accounts for their looking for other food away 
from their usual woodland haunts.  
 For poultry-keepers the local outbreak of Bird Flu at Kirby Cross has resulted in regulation similar to that 
at the height of Covid lockdown. Wild birds wintering here from Northern Europe are cited as the vectors. This 
mild autumn however has so far seen few marked movements of such birds – notably N European blackbirds 
and other thrushes. Climate Change, as front-page news with Cop 26 in Glasgow just concluding, seems 
borne out by the very erratic weather. It has wide fluctuations with wind, rain and sunshine but not 
temperature. Birds that would habitually drift across the North Sea flying south for the winter are not doing so 
in former numbers. This is probably a combination of milder continental conditions, taking different courses 
and reduced populations. This is notably with land-birds as wildfowl and waders arrive in our coastal inlets and 
are often blamed. But the local outbreak at Kirby Cross would not be due to any direct contact with them. Free-
range poultry runs swarming with wild birds are rarely seen these days – within my own poultry just the odd 
dunnock or robin regularly seen near them. In more suburban gardens groups of starlings are attracted to 
birdfeeders as well as visiting saltmarshes, so they could just be an intermediary host. Jackdaws, magpies, 
wood pigeon and collared dove are other potential species, the humble house sparrow that has a very patchy 
distribution presumably must be also considered. But the mechanism how wild birds infect poultry is somewhat 
mysterious with so much less direct contact than in even the recent past. The parallels with debate about how 
Covid is spread are clear if less pertinent to most folk. 
 
DRB 

The Queen’s Jubilee June 2022 

As our country comes together to celebrate the amazing achievements of our Queen’s reign, we have 
formed a committee to organise village events to celebrate here in Great Bentley. 
 
Dates for your diary:  

Thursday 2
nd

 June - lighting of the beacon on the green, joining with many other locations around the  
Country and the Commonwealth. 

Saturday 4
th

 June - our main event will be afternoon tea for all the family in a marquee on the green  
followed by an evening party with a live band. 

 We do need your help – if you are a company and would be willing to sponsor part of the event or an 
individual who would like to donate - further details of how to do this will be in the January magazine. 
We very much look forward to celebrating this event together in the village. 

Lorraine Mann – Chairperson 
 

 
Mary Beard is unable to send out 

Christmas Cards this year but would like 
to wish all her friends in Great Bentley  

a very Happy Christmas 

THE UBER SALON 
 

Please vote for us 
2021 

England's Business Awards Nominee 
www.englandsbusinessawards.co.uk 

vote now at www.nominees.info/vote 

or text our business name and the town/city to 

07520634133 
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                   FARMING DIARIES 
 

In autumn as the air temperatures start to tail off the soil temperatures also decrease 
(albeit at a slower rate to the air temperatures) resulting in the slowing down of crop 
growth at this stage in the cropping year. Crop growth will almost slow to a standstill 
through the cold winter months before kick starting its development when temperatures 
begin to rise again in the spring. This is similar to your garden lawn; when we move 

from summer to autumn the requirement to cut the grass reduces and then stops completely during the winter 
months as little or no growth occurs when the soil temperature is below 2 ̊ C.  
 
During the winter the arable side of a farming business may slow down bar pre-winter ploughing. This is so that 
the frost can weather the soil to help with spring cultivations prior to drilling spring crop. Due to an increased 
pressure from grass weeds you may well see an increased area of spring cropping such as spring wheat and 
barley but also pulses such as peas and beans. This alteration in crop rotation can help reduce pressure from 
grass weeds.  
 
The livestock side of a farming business will still carry on its long, hard hours rearing calves and fattening cows 
for market. Cattle which for many months of the year are outside on grassland, are brought into sheds in 
farmyards so as to not cause poaching (poaching is the heavy use of land around a feeder which can result in 
compaction and waterlogging during the winter months) and soil erosion around feeders and water troughs 
when the land is wet. Farmers follow very strict guidelines to prevent soil erosion on their land. The new 
lambing season will also soon be upon us. If you happen to pass a field containing ewes (female sheep) you 
may notice that a large number of them have blue or red marks on their backs. The rams (male sheep), will 
have a ‘crayon’ (a pad/sponge of ink) strapped to their chest so when they mate with the ewes (a process 
called tupping) they leave a distinctive coloured mark on the ewe. The rams can have different colour crayons 
strapped to them in sequence, this allows the farmer to group the ewes in accordance to when lambs will be 
due and plan any extra labour which may be required during the busy period of lambing.  
 
Vicki Brooks 

Great Bentley Good Neighbours 

 
The GBGN committee has been in existence for over 40 years and although small in number, works 
hard throughout the year producing our annual information booklet (watch out for the orange cover 
which will be delivered through your letterbox via your road steward in January). 
 
 We also organise transport for village residents for appointments to local hospitals, dentists, clinics 
etc., who are unable to get there themselves. We are looking for somebody to co-ordinate calls for 
this service and organise a driver. We feel this is such an important service to offer to residents and 
so are looking for somebody to take this on for us. It sounds daunting – but it really isn’t and you get 
to chat to such lovely people.  Give me a ring if you are interested and I will happily let you know 
what it involves. We don’t envisage starting this service again until Springtime for obvious reasons, 
so give it some thought. 
 
We are also looking for extra drivers so if you know anyone who might be able to take this on, 
maybe two or three times a month, again, give me a ring on the number below. 
 
Lastly, in case you didn’t know. another service we offer is the loaning of medical aids such as 
wheelchairs, crutches, walking sticks and frames etc. We can provide these and a few other items 
almost immediately. 
 
Bev Adams 
Secretary 
Tel: 01206 250724 
bev.k.adams@btinternet.com 
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         FOOTBALL CLUB NOTES  
 

Essex & Suffolk Border League  Div 2                       ( KO  2.00pm unless stated) 

Sat Oct  16th  St Osyth                           home            W  3 - 0 
Sat Oct  23rd  West Bergholt                  home            L   0 – 1 League KO Cup 
Sat Nov 6th   Debden                            home   L  0 – 1 Essex Junior Cup Rd 3 
Sat Nov 13th  Tollesbuy   away   
Sat Nov 20th  Hatfield Peveral Res home 
Sat Nov 27th  Brightlingsea Town away 
 
Essex & Suffolk Border League  Div 4 

Sat  Oct 30th  Gas Rec   home  W  9 – 0 
Sat  Nov 6th  Langham Lodgers  away  W  2 – 1 
Sat  Nov 13th Bradfield Rovers  home 
Sat  Nov 20th FC Clacton A  away 
Sat  Nov 27th Abbey Fields  home 
Sat  Dec 11th Tiptree Jobserve Res away    Reserve KO Cup  1.30pm 
 
Tuesday 2nd November saw 20 players training on the green under our new rechargeable LED floodlights 
for the first time. Each of the 8 floodlights provide 20,000 lumens of light (impressive I’m told), enough light 
that we can cover an area of approximately half a pitch. The players opinions were all very positive. It 
means that we can train on the grass until the weather really deteriorates. 
 
Ist team beat St Osyth on the green with goals from Joe Hurd x 2 and Adam Morton. The following week, we 
hosted premier league side West Bergholt in the league ko cup. West Bergholt had restructured during the 
summer and had brought in a new management team along with some new players. They are currently 3rd 
in the league. 
 
I think that we gave them too much respect in the first half and we tended to drop too deep and let West 
Bergholt have procession. We went in 0 – 3 down at half time. In the second half GB slowly realised that we 
could compete and took the game to West Bergholt. Ultimately losing 1 – 5. Joe Hurd converting a penalty, 
for our consolation goal. 
 
Saturday 6th November, the 1st team met for breakfast at The Plough (non-alcoholic) before boarding the 
coach for the journey to Debden nr Saffron Walden to play in the Essex Junior Cup Rd 3. Although located 
in Essex, Debden play in the Cambridgeshire league. GB going down 0 – 1 in a very physical game.  
Goalkeeper, Jake Allwood was untroubled for 90% of the match. Management team of Lee Barrett and Jack 
Murray both started the game due to ongoing player injuries. It was one of those days when we could just 
not put the ball in the net. 
The only positive that Tom Gray was part of the squad after missing 8 weeks due to injury. Thankfully 
surgery was not needed after all. 
 
The reserves had 2 weeks without a game after the league re-scheduled some cup games which included 
our opponents. 
 
Saturday October 30th saw them destroy Gas Rec Res 9 – 0 on the green. In a fine display of attacking 
football, goals came from Mark Gridley, John De Loup, Kurt Firkins, Blake Keogh-Kedar, plus 5 goals from 
father and son Gareth & Harvey Evans. Talented family? 
 
This was followed up with a 2 – 1 win away at Langham Lodgers. GB scorers were Mark Gridley & Tom 
Walker. 
 
A nice post on social media recently from a referee who commented on the welcome & hospitality he had 
received at a recent GB game. A cup of tea on arrival, cold drink or tea at half time and a plate of food in the 
bar after the game.  Many thanks Mary. You are famous throughout the Border League. 
 
Follow Great Bentley Football Club and Border League football on Facebook and twitter for all the up to date 
information. 
 
Stay Safe.           Follow the Bulldogs 
Mel 
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                                     GARDENING NOTES 
 
Gardening became more popular during the pandemic and we know being 
outdoors is hugely beneficial to the well-being of people of all ages. Whilst 
for some people gardening during lockdown was only a temporary 
excursion, whether replanning the garden rather than taking a holiday for 
example, or trying their hand at flower and vegetable growing, these things 
helped them through a difficult time. We hope the legacy of their gardening 
activity will at least be the memory of an interest they dipped into, which 
they may return to in later life. For others it will be the start of an enduring 

hobby as long as their interest can be sustained and this is a great opportunity for the community to 
come together and help people, especially younger people, sustain their new hobbies. 
 
The Ardleigh & District Horticultural Society, which meets at Ardleigh village hall on the second 
Thursday of the month, are experiencing greater numbers at their lectures this winter which indicates 
the garden revival is still underway. Why not try going along, the subject is not always gardening or 
may not seem to be of immediate interest, but you will gain exposure to many experienced 
gardeners, who are always welcoming to newcomers and go out of their way to help by sharing 
knowledge and advice. This can be a really good way for you to sustain your interest. It is 
inexpensive and rewarding. There is also the Lawford & District Horticultural Society which meets 
every third Thursday of the month at the Ogilvie Hall. You will find both these societies have 
facebook pages where you can find all the information you need and Ardleigh’s lectures are also 
listed on page 21 of the November Messenger. 
 
Also, for children, time spent in the garden with parents, grandparents, friends and other family 
members is time well spent to encourage a life time interest.    
         
Above all, whether next year your garden will be a place of relaxation, exercise, or food and flower 
production, it should be a joyful experience. Sustaining a hobby can be as easy as not trying to do 
too much. Try something new or find a different way to do something that didn’t work last year. 
 
There’s still time to give last minute hints for Christmas gifts or alternatively use any vouchers you 
receive at Christmas. Perhaps think about the tools you have. Having the wrong equipment can be 
demoralising but the right equipment can be incredibly efficient. Is the fork and spade you are using 
the right size and weight for you? There are many types and sizes of hoe. Our preference is to use a 
hoe, which we find easier to use then a dutch hoe or draw hoe. We also use a small onion hoe for 
close up work around plants. It is worth researching the types and uses for all gardening tools online 
or by talking to other gardeners as this might just make the difference you need for next year. 
 
If not already done, don’t forget to clean up the greenhouse, cold frames and polytunnels to remove 
accumulated rubbish and to remove any pests left from the previous crops. Check any heaters, soil 
warming cables, propagators etc so you are ready for next year.  
 
Give a tidy up to perennials but leave some seed heads for wildlife, and if you can, leave a few 
windfall apples and pears on the ground under hedges, or move them onto a bird table. These will 
be much appreciated by the birds and other wildlife 
 
Wishing everyone a happy Christmas and New Year. 

A.O. 
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A Little Help along the way for a Great Bentley boy. 
by Eric Fairweather 

continued …… 

I could see no way of that being funded, but Mr Potter, (helper No 4), said I could get a grant from Essex 
Council for the time spent at college.  He could also secure work experience at Davey Paxman & Co Ltd in 
Colchester for which they would pay a wage.  I decided to go ahead and towards the end of my first 3 months 
at college finally received my £57 grant.  This was quite a shock; I had been funded by my father to this date, 
but living at home with him on his Agricultural Worker’s wage had considerably reduced my grant from the 
figure I had initially been given.  This was crunch time, but I decided to continue and duly arrived with my NI 
card at Paxman’s. 
At the end of 3 months work experience, I asked the Davey Paxman Training Officer, Mr J. Mancer, for the 
return of my NI card only to be informed that he had accounted for me in his budget for the remainder of the 3 
year course, if I wished to stay, (helper No. 5).  I was delighted by this news and went on to successfully 
complete the HND course by June 1963. 
 At the college’s Annual presentation of Awards in December 1963, I received the Arnold Rigby Plaque 
for the Outstanding Engineering Student at the College, in addition to being one of two students to receive an 
Award of Distinction for the Higher National Diploma in Mechanical Engineering.  I also received a National 
Diploma Prize from The Institution of Mechanical Engineers for my high standard of marks.  I had been duly 
elected as a Graduate of The Institution of Mechanical Enginners (G.I. Mech.E.) on 18th September 1963. 
 From the year of 1963 there were 6 newly qualified engineers for Paxman’s to absorb into jobs.  I was 
temporarily employed as a Draughtsman in the Jig and Tool Drawing Office, whilst the company sought a more 
suitable post.  In September 1963 I had enrolled for a 2 year evening course in Industrial Administration at the 
college.  If successful, this would lead to becoming an Associate of The Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
(A.I. Mech.E.), later to become C.Eng. 
 During the HND course we had visited the Abberton Water Works with its small Power Station consisting 
chain grate coal fired boilers to power steam turbines.  These turbines drove electrical generators, which in 
turn powered electric motors driving large water pumps.  We met the Engineering Manager, a former Paxman 
employee, who described his role as being responsible for all engineering aspects on the site.  This impressed 
me at the time and indeed kindled the idea of becoming a Power Station Engineer, (silent helper No 6).  To 
that end, in the summer of 1963, I began reading newspaper advertisements seeking Engineers for such 
posts, but they always specified the need for experience, which I did not have. 
 Undaunted, I wrote to Central Electricity Generating Board (GEGB) asking whether they had training 
posts for Engineers and provided my CV.  I was delighted to receive invitations to attend interviews at two 
Power Stations in London, conveniently arranged with an interview in the morning and the second in the 
afternoon of the same day.  I was successful and offered the post of General Assistant Engineer at Brunswick 
Wharf Power Station situated on the north bank of the Thames exactly on the Greenwich Meridian and 
opposite the present day site of the Millennium Dome. 
 I next had to deal with my conscience, Paxman’s had invested 3 years in my training for what would be 
little return.  However, at this time I read an article by Paxman’s Managing Director in the I. Mech E. magazine 
recommending engineers to change jobs several times early in their careers to aid their development.  (helper 
No. 7). 
 So with a clear conscience I joined the CEGB and began a career lasting 31 years involving 18 months 
at Brunswick Wharf, now demolished, 15 months at Bradwell Nuclear Power Station and the remainder at 
Oldbury Nuclear Power Station on the banks of the river Severn, one mile upstream from the first Severn 
Bridge.  Once at Oldbury I successfully completed a 2 year Higher National Certificate course in Electrical 
Engineering at Bristol Technical College (1968/69) to supplement my Mechanical Engineering qualification. 
 At Oldbury I was initially involved in the operation of the Nuclear Reactors, and then became Control 
Room Supervisor before moving to managerial posts responsible for the integrity of the nuclear reactors and 
remote handling of new and spent nuclear fuel.  This latter role also involved the development of robotic tools 
for inspection and repair of the reactor internals and my paper on the subject was published in the proceedings 
of The Institution of Mechanical Engineers in 1987. 
 There were three further notable  helpers during those years to whom I extended my personal thanks.  
Then, in more recent years, I contacted David King and John Farrow to thank them.  I also got in touch with 
Christine Watcham in New Zealand, my childhood friend and daughter of May, to tell her how her mother's 
words and her brother Tommy’s help had led to my very interesting and rewarding career.  It would have been 
nice to personally thank May and Tommy for their help, but sadly, too many of us leave these things until it’s 
too late. 
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SESAW NEWS 
 
It’s time to thank all the wonderful people who have supported SESAW in so many different ways over the last 
twelve months. Those who care for the animals, carry out maintenance, donate handmade or purchased items, 
visit our stalls at outside events to mention but a few. Your efforts ensure the charity continues to care for 
animals in need. Thanks also to our fundraisers including Jayne and Karen who will be offering pet products 
and handmade crafts at the Winter Market in Langham Community Centre car park, School Road, CO4 5PA 
on 5th December. 
 
We hope to hold sales again in 2022, assuming no Covid restrictions prevent it. Please leave a message on 
our ansaphone or email if you would like to help at events. Applicants to help with animal care are also 
welcome if you can commit to one morning a week. 
 
Copies of Frank Payne’s book, “Here Today, Goon Tomorrow” are still available, an ideal Christmas present 
when combined with the next instalment of the Author’s biography, “Well Worth Waiting For”. Frank details his 
wartime childhood, National Service and his career as a Sports journalist. Phone/text 07881 785535 to order 
the two volumes for £10, all proceeds to SESAW. 
 
We do not rehome animals over the Christmas period so we will be closed from 10th December to 10th 
January 2022 except for emergencies. One last big thank you to the Editor for giving us a voice. Season’s 
greetings to all our readers from my feline friend, Ollie and me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua. 
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP. 
Tel: 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 
 

Christmas Fayre  

Thursday 2nd December 2021 3:30-6pm  

  
This year we would love to welcome you to our outside Christmas Fayre so that we can 
celebrate this special time together as a community. There will be stalls, tombola, Salvation 
Army Band, Santa and perhaps even some carols!!  
 

Free entry  
 

Please come and support us if you can, alternatively if you would like to make a donation of the 
following you can drop them off during school office during school times. 
 
BOTTLE RAFFLE:  Full, new, unopened bottles, soft drinks, 
shampoo, shower gel, handwash, alcohol. 
 
CHOCOLATE RAFFLE:  Wanted any types of new unopened in 
date chocolate, if there is such a thing as spare chocolate! .. grab 
bags, boxes or tins of chocolates, selection packs. 
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTROOM:  Anything new and unopened – such as gift sets, unwanted presents, toys, games 
for the children to go in and buy for their friends or family members. 
 
THE PROSECCO GAME:  You can sponsor a bottle of prosecco for £20 - you wil have your business card 
attached to the bottle and your flyers given out.  Adults on the day will be able to play an exciting game to win 
your bottle. 
 
KS1 NATIVITY: We are asking for nativity related costumes to be donated to the school, in our bid to be more 
environmentally friendly to stop costumes being purchased each year and then possibly end up in landfill. 
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John Moss  
1942-2021 

John was born in Little Clacton on the 17th February 1942, son of Mary and Reuben Moss and younger brother 
to Rosemary. 
 
He went to school in Little Clacton and later Clacton County High and stayed in contact with school friends for 
many years after. He worked for several years in the electrical department at Williams & Griffins and joined the 
company cricket team as wicket keeper winning several trophies and gaining multiple injuries! Cricket was a 
lifelong interest and if he wasn’t playing it he was watching it spending sunny Sunday afternoons on the village 
green as well as watching as much as he could on TV. 
 
He became interested in amateur dramatics at 16 and was a member of CADS where he met wife Jennie, who 
he later married in 1975. He still enjoyed watching their shows later in life. 
 
John and Jennie moved to Aingers Green in 1978 with a very young Becki, later joined by Liz and Cathy. John 
settled into village life joining the choir here in the 80s as well as singing with Clacton Choral Society and 
several other local church choirs. John loved to sing and had a beautiful voice, often called upon to help other 
local choirs who were lacking male singers. 
 
He was a member of the PCC for several years and took on maintenance of the churchyard, he was 
instrumental in setting up an annual autumn clear up and organising local groups to care for several of the 
graves. He enjoyed being involved in church and village events and could always be relied on to man a stall or 
greet people at the door with a friendly smile. He also organised several quiz nights in the village to raise 
money for local groups. 
 
His love of amateur dramatics led to him joining the Bentley Green Players directing several of their 
productions and occasionally treading the boards. He became a familiar figure front of house with his big red 
bow tie and warm welcome. 
 
He was a keen member of the village gardening club becoming Chairman and later President, enjoying the 
trips to other gardens and helping with the annual plant sale. He was also a founding member of Bentley in 
Bloom and was often complimented on the beautiful displays throughout the village. John and Jennie took on 
an allotment when the family was young which meant there was always a good supply of fresh vegetables, 
although following an incident with a hand scythe and swift visit to Clacton hospital he learned to be a little 
more careful. 
 
Another of John’s long-term interests was military history and this led to him joining the East Essex Aviation 
Society at Point Clear where he made some lifelong friends, he was also their Chairman for a short stint. He 
was especially proud of his grandfathers’ service in the first world war and loved to share his extensive 
knowledge by visiting local schools and history groups to give talks on the subject. He enjoyed dressing in 
RAF uniform, although he never served he loved to share the history and chat with the visitors to the museum 
at their open days and at the village shows. 
 
He was always the first person to offer help to whoever needed it, driving for Good Neighbours and helping in 
numerous local gardens. 
 
In his spare time he could always be found with a book and particularly loved Terry Pratchett and Michael 
Morpurgo as well as the Forgotten Voices series. He was responsible for introducing his daughters to much of 
his humour including The Goon Show, Monty Python and the Carry On films. 
 
Cycling was another constant in his life and he regularly took part in the Friends 
of Essex churches charity bike ride, cycling to many local churches in the same 
day, the furthest he got was Walton via Clacton!  He was a well-known sight 
around the village on his daily bike rides keeping him fit and active into later life. 
 

John touched many peoples lives and will be sadly missed by his family and 
friends. 
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Great Bentley Pre-school                                      

   www.greatbentleypreschool.co.uk 

  information@greatbentleypreschool.co.uk 
 
This month I would like to welcome Rhys and his family who began with us at the end of last month. I hope you 
enjoy your time at our Pre-school, I can promise you will gain lots of wonderful and exciting new experiences 
and make lots of new friends.  
 
Staffing 

We are pleased to say we have a new team member and welcomed Aimee at the end of last month. 
Aimee has worked in childcare for many years, is level 3 trained and will be a great asset to our group.  
Welcome Aimee and we all hope you enjoy your time with us. 
 
Christmas Tree and Crib Festival 

We have been invited to take part in this event which takes place at St Mary’s Church on Saturday 4th and 
Sunday 5th December, sadly it was not on last year, so it is lovely to be writing that it is back on, and we can be 
involved. Lots of places like this have suffered financially during COVID as they rely heavily on donations and 
fundraising, so, it would be lovely if as many of you as possible took the time to support this event.  
The theme for decorating the trees this year is ‘Pantomimes’, there will be a competition running for visitors to 
guess correctly all the entries so I can’t disclose what ours will be yet. 
Take the children out for a little wander over there, it will be lovely to show them all the different displays and 
start to get you in the Christmas spirit.  
 
Christmas Nativity 

So exxxccciiiteeeeed to be writing this.   

This year our Nativity performance will be back on at the wonderful St Mary’s Church 

which is such a wonderful and perfect setting to put it on in. 

We totally appreciate the use of the Church, and I would personally like to say a big 
‘thank you’ to all the relevant members of the Church for allowing this to happen; it 
really does make it extra special and especially after the Christmas we all had last year 
it will make it even more special.  
 

Christmas Party 

Yay, we are also looking forward to our Christmas Party this year and having that visit from the very special man 
that lives at The North Pole, we missed him last year.  
 
Registers 

I am again in the process of finalising the registers for the new term in January.  
 
If you would like to join our pre-school then please let me know as soon possible - don’t leave it too late as some 
sessions are already reaching their maximum capacity.  
 
You can contact me via FB message, email – information@greatbentleypreschool.co.uk or phone – 07522 
572303. 
 
Finally on behalf of myself and the rest of the staff we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Allison and I would also like to wish our staff a lovely and peaceful Christmas break. They are all a wonderful 
team who work very hard and the children within the local community all benefit from their dedication, 
enthusiasm, care, and support.  
 
This year has been extremely challenging to say the least and we both thank you all for your commitment and 
positiveness during this uncertain and difficult time.  
 
Thanks for reading and hope you all enjoy the festive season. 
 
Julie Wiles 
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                    Surgery News 
 
 

Merry Christmas from all the team! 
 
On behalf of the doctors, nurses and staff at the Surgery, we would like to wish all our 
patients a very Happy Christmas. 
 

CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR SURGERY OPENING HOURS 
The normal Surgery opening times are from 8.00 am to 6.30 pm Monday to Friday. 

Over the Christmas/New Year period the Surgery will be closed on  
Monday, 27 December, Tuesday, 28 December and Monday, 3 January 2022. 

 
PRESCRIPTIONS  
Please ensure you order your December prescriptions in time for Christmas.  You can order these up to 14 
days before they are due to ensure you don’t run out over the Christmas period. 
 
UPDATE ON THE COVID-19 BOOSTER/FLU VACCINATIONS  
We are continuing to run Clinics for the Covid-19 boosters on a Saturday morning. This is just a reminder that 
patients have to wait 6 months from their last (2nd) Covid vaccination before they are able to have their 
booster vaccination.  The only exception to this is for patients who are immunosuppressed.  For patients who 
have a booster vaccination booked as long as we have vaccine availability a flu jab can be given at the same 
time.  We also have appointments for patients who just need to book a flu jab and this can be organised by 
phoning a member of the reception team.  If we are not able to offer an appointment for the Covid-19 booster 
at the Surgery when you are due for this due to the high number of patients needing this, you can contact 119 
to book an appointment elsewhere or look out for details of a local Walk-in Centre. 
 
Winter is here, and with the increasing pressure on all health services please use the NHS wisely: 
 
Community Pharmacies – Most people are not aware, but your local pharmacy can provide a wide range of 
help and advice. They offer advice on common problems such as coughs, colds, aches and pains, as well as 
healthy eating and stopping smoking. They can also help you decide whether you really need to see a doctor. 
A&E – Please remember that A&E is for emergencies only. Before going to A&E please consider if another 
service might be more appropriate. 
 
Urgent Treatment Centre, Clacton Hospital – This service is available for help with minor ailments such as 
rashes and minor skin infections, ear and throat infections and coughs and colds.  They are also able to deal 
with minor injuries such as wounds, sprains, strains, 
minor dislocations, suspected fractures, removal of 
foreign bodies, burns, scalds, bites and stings. This is 
not exhaustive but gives you an idea of what NOT to 
attend A&E for.  
 
Urgent Treatment Centre, Colchester  – This 
service can be used for the same things as the Urgent 
Treatment Centre at Clacton Hospital. 
 
NHS 111 – This service can be used 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year and can provide telephone advice 
out of hours when we are not available. They can also 
advise you of the best place to go if you do need to 
see someone face to face.  
 
Please remember the Patient Participation Group 

does not meet in December. 
 

Sue Mitson - Operations Manager 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS VILLAGE  
LIGHTS SWITCH ON 

 
Sunday 28th November 

 

Refreshments from 4.30pm 

Lights Switch on approximately 5pm 

Followed by fireworks and a 

“special visitor” 

(The above, subject to no changes in 
COVID rules) 
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TENDRING PRIMARY SCHOOL RECYCLE SCHEME 

In my article last month, I spoke of the loss of our central sorting hub at Little Clacton and our current 
need to find new premises and relocate.  As any new premises is likely to involve costs, with ongoing 
overheads too of course, this means we now need to raise funds to cover this and for this reason are 
pleased to announce the launch of our additional Facebook site, the TPRS Fundraising Scheme. 
 
We were recently fortunate enough to have a number of luxury toiletry items donated to us which we 
were able to offer at around half price and we look forward to being able to offer many more quality 
items in the future, so please do take a look. 
 
In addition to this we have also set up an account with Clacton Metal Recycling LTD who have 
kindly agreed to help with our fundraising.  We are most grateful for their help. 
 
The company is based in Telford Road, Clacton CO15 4LP and if anyone has anything they would 
like to take there to donate for us, please just mention our lovely founder, Ellamy Fox Fraser, or the 
Tendring Primary Recycle Scheme (TPRS), and the company will kindly place the funds on our 
fundraising account.  They are able to collect larger items such as washing machines (NOT fridges or 
freezers), but please be aware that there may be a delay on this. You can call them to arrange this 
directly on 01255 427845.  Other items they are able to take include car batteries, cans, irons, metal 
toasters, microwaves etc.  The smaller items can still come into the scheme via our Leas Road, 
Clacton or Dulwich Road, Holland drop-off points.  House numbers and a check on space availability 
can be ascertained by ringing 07956411166 or 07808239141.  All clean tin foil is also welcomed and 
will also be used to boost funds and save it from landfill. 
 

Other news to remind you of this month, is that sadly, the ever-popular Pet Food Scheme has now 
closed, and we are therefore no longer able to accept any further donations from this particular 
stream.  All clean pet food pouches and other flexible plastic pet food items can now be taken at 
participating Tesco, Co-op or Sainsbury’s stores however, from where they will still be recycled, so all 
is not lost. 
 
All our other recycling work continues as always, with a wealth of information as to what we are able 
and unable to take being available on either our Facebook page or our newly revamped website on 
www.tendringprimaryrecyclescheme.weebly.com/   If ever you are unsure however, please just ask.  
SMALL ACTIONS x LOTS OF PEOPLE = BIG CHANGE 
 
Until we meet again. 
June Barker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bentley Green Ladies Club  

would like to wish all Members and Friends   

  a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year ! 
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES 
A PAGE TO COLOUR 
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COOKERY CORNER 
 

CHRISTMAS ROAST GOOSE 
 
I have always had a wary attitude towards geese, the collective noun for which is very appropriate. As a 
young child of four I was once cornered in a small shed by a gaggle of these noisy, bad tempered birds and 
was eventually rescued by a farmhand, much to my relief and presumably to his amusement.  
 
My sister in law and her husband running a smallholding in the mountains of North Wales regularly had half a 
dozen geese in the yard which made excellent guard dogs. Visitors were made aware of their cackling, 
flapping, intimidating presence long before reaching the front door, and only the very brave reached that step 
without having to shout from behind the fence. Even my sister in law was not immune to a surreptitious peck 
or two, usually from behind, as she scattered their food. Long before the days of the American cowboys and 
the Australian cattle drives across their continents, thousands of animals and birds ,including geese and later, 
turkeys, were walked in “droves” for many miles from small farms around Britain to markets in the South East 
and especially London to feed the plates of “Merrie England“.  
 
These droves were often very large and progressed slowly and noisily, warning all farmers to keep their own 
stock safe, and innkeepers on the route to prepare their victuals for a night’s stay. The drovers had to deliver 
their charges in good condition so that they would easily fatten up on the English pastures. Skill and 
experience were essential. These men were highly thought of and could earn good money, and were often 
the only source of news for the scattered hamlets and farms. Cattle were carefully shod, pigs were given 
woollen boots with leather soles, and geese had their feet protected by driving them through a mixture of tar 
and sand which then hardened. Traces of these numerous drovers’ tracks can still occasionally be found 
across the ridgeways, paths and hollow lanes of the country.   
 
Goose was often a favourite Christmas bird in Wales, with the feathers also put to good use not only for 
bedding but also as hearth brushes and to sweep crumbs and flour from the table. It is a very fatty bird and 
needs to be placed on a rack inside a tray so that the fat drains.   
 
This recipe serves 6 to 8. 
 
 5 to 6 kg goose with giblets including the liver            4tbsp lard or oil                       3tbsp port or red wine  
   
For the stuffing:         120g fresh breadcrumbs                                        1 medium onion 
                                       1tbsp chopped sage                                               1 separated egg                                                       
                                       a medium apple, peeled, cored and minced           chopped liver of the goose 
 
For the sauce     :        250g cooking apples                           a pinch of dry mustard 
                                       2tbsp sugar                                          a pinch of cinnamon 
                                       1tsp vinegar                                       2tbsp breadcrumbs 
                                       1 small onion                                           140ml dark ale  
 
Remove the giblets and put the liver to one side for the stuffing. Boil the giblets in salted water for half an 
hour and strain, keeping the liquid. Mix the stuffing ingredients together except the egg white. Whip that stiffly 
and add last to the mixture. Stuff the goose and tie securely. Prick the breast. Place on a rack in a deep 
baking tray, pour the oil over, cover loosely with foil and roast at 200degrees (10 degrees less in a fan oven) 
for 20 minutes per half kilo. After the first 20 minutes reduce the heat to 160degrees.  
 
Baste about 3 to 4 times while cooking. Remove from the oven 15 minutes before it is ready and pour off the 
surplus fat into a pan. Remove the foil and put the goose back in the oven to finish. Season the fat and add 
the giblet stock and the port or wine. Reduce by about half to make a gravy. Peel and core the cooking 
apples and cook with the chopped onion, sugar and ale until soft.  
 
Stir in the breadcrumbs, vinegar, mustard, cinnamon and a little of the gravy.  
 
Simmer for 10 minutes and serve in a separate dish.          
 
M.E.                                 
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1. In Dicken’s ‘A Christmas Carol’ which ghost visited Scrooge first? 

2. Which Christmas carol mentions ‘sweet singing in the choir’? 

3. Which Carol released the album ‘Tapestry’ in 1971?  

4. Which Carol directed ‘The Third Man’ starring Orson Welles? 

5. How is Carol Wojtyla better known? 

6. Who was the mother of Princess Caroline of Monaco? 

7. Which king was married to Caroline of Brunswick? 

8. When did Good King Wenceslas go out? 

9. Which Scottish Carol presents the weather on BBC Breakfast? 

10. Which Carol used to be a presenter on C4 Countdown? 

11. Which Carol was the first woman to be appointed Poet Laureate?  

12. The author Charles Lutwidge Dodgson wrote under which pen name?  

13. Carol Decker was lead singer with which group? 

14. In Dicken’s ‘Christmas Carol’ who was Tiny Tim’s father? 

15. Which politician had twins called Carol & Mark?  

16. Which actress starred as Dorothy in ‘Men Behaving Badly’? 

17. What is the state capital of North Carolina? 

18. For which political party is Caroline Lucas an MP? 

19. ‘Oh Carol’ was a hit for which US singer in 1959? 

20. Which song did Neil Diamond release in 1970? 

 

A Christmas Carol....  

1. Jacob Marley   2.Holly & the Ivy   3.Carole King   4.Reed   5.Pope John Paul II 
6.Princess Grace (Grace Kelly)   7.George VI   8.on the Feast of Stephen (26 Dec) 

9.Kirkwood   10.Vorderman   11.Carol Ann Duffy   12.Lewis Carroll   13.T’Pau 

14.Bob Cratchit   15.Margaret Thatcher   16.Caroline Quentin   17.Raleigh 

18.Green   19.Neil Sedaka   20.Sweet Caroline (inspired by JFK’s daughter) 
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB 

October was a month dominated by marathons and an influx of 
new members joining our club. Throughout the pandemic we have 
seen a steady increase in new runners but there was a sudden 
rush over the last few weeks to take us to 213 members. Our 
chair used to boast that he knew everyone’s name: no longer!!  

Although October is traditionally a month filled up with marathons 
our ladies took part in a variety of runs and challenges. We turned 

up for the Essex Cross Country relays. The event was organised by Billericay Striders and is part of Essex XC 
Championship. GBRC was represented by 4 men who had to run 4x5k laps and 3 women who ran 3x5k. Our 
ladies placed 12th and gents 14th which was in the top half of the field.   

One month, 7 marathons 

Virgin London Marathon fell on the 3rd October. Our sole blue lady Deborah Hollidge finally had a chance to 
experience London vibes whilst running this popular marathon. Deb finished in 4:00:20 with a big smile on her 
face. On the same day Vicky Presland ran a rather niche marathon, the Hangers Heroes Challenge 2021 in 
Dorset. The course was described as multi terrain and hilly and it is designed for runners and walkers. Vicky 
crossed the finish line first in 4:12:30. Fiona Gosling decided to pay Loch Ness a visit and she was happy to 
finish the undulating race in 5:03:18. The organisers state that this race is one of the most stunning marathons 
in the world. They haven’t seen the Machu Pichu course but beauty is in the eye of the beholder! 

Emma Levett-Welham completed Manchester Marathon in 6:02:31. It was her 2nd marathon in two months as 
she did Brighton in September as well. Sarah Davison was a bit closer to home running the Chelmsford 
Marathon for the first time. As always, the organisers put on a great event. Sarah crossed the finish line in 
4:07:47 while Nicola Laverack ran the half marathon presentation in 2:02:13.  

Helen Carey ran the St Ed’s Marathon, which consisted of 2 laps, in 4:29:24 while Mags Komorowska tackled 
the Beachy Head Marathon in 4:29:20. The organisers had to alter the course at the 11th hour as part of the 
area flooded!  

Our ladies didn’t disappoint at the parkrun front either.  Caroline Talbot reached her 50th parkrun this month 
while Lisa Briggs celebrated 100th at Highwoods on the same day. Meanwhile Meera Rajoo-Oakley scored 
her 200th parkrun putting the rest of us in the shade! 

The Tiptree 10 event saw a big group of GBRC runners and our ladies took 
the ward for the 1st female team. 

The month ended with Wix 5 and the Witchfinder Trail run on a blustery wet 
and windy day. Well done to everyone who took part and battled tricky 
weather conditions that day.  

Paul Carlisle 

 
HELP REQUIRED WITH THE MAGAZINE 

 
WE REALLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT  

SO PLEASE COULD YOU SEND ME SOME ARTICLES TO  
HELP KEEP THE MAGAZINE FULL? 

THANK YOU, Ed. 
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GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 
 

From EYFS 
 
We had a superhero dress up day as part of our ‘Marvellous Me’ topic.  The children loved dressing 
up and drew pictures of themselves in costume.  They also took part in  ‘Superhero Training Camp’, 
running laps of the playground, practising push ups and doing star jumps.  Earlier in the week they 
also designed and made their own superhero masks. 
 
 
 

In Year 2 we had an art afternoon! 
 
We had the chance to use clay, chalk pastels and pencils to recreate a picture or item from a 
Disney or Pixar movie! 

Year 5 have learnt about the celebration of lights ‘Diwali’.  They designed and created their own 
Rangoli pictures outside our classroom to welcome the Goddess Lakshmi so she can protect us 
from evil spirits.  The children were incredibly passionate about this lesson and took care and 
perseverance in their creations.  They also loved sharing these with their family members and 
friends from other year groups at the end of the school day as people awed at how colourful they 
had made the playground. 

 
In Year 6 we have been busy reading and writing about ‘A Monster Calls’, which has led to some 
beautiful writing full of atmosphere and rich vocabulary.  We have made clay poppies for 
Remembrance Sunday in art and the children were fantastic at the cenotaph.  We have also started 
our fractions unit in maths, which will be ongoing over the next few weeks. 
 
In science we have started practical investigations involving light as seen in Lachlan’s great 
explanation. 

Remembrance Day  
 
An impressive attendance from youth groups, residents and visitors. We were lucky to have two 
Pipers, a bugler and drummer at the front of the parade from the Methodist Church which was led 
by Commander Peter Harry RN Ret'd.   We were honoured by the presence of Tony Rampling a 
WW2 veteran who was awarded the Legion D'Honneur.  
 
Wreaths were laid by Royal British Legion, Parish Council and Youth Groups. Crosses were 
positioned at the memorial by year 6 from school on 11/11. 
 
This year two silhouette 'Tommys' were positioned by the memorial purchased by the Parish 
Council. 
 
Many thanks to Mick Dorling for his planning and organisation. 
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The Fire 
 

William John Evans, my father, was born in Liverpool in 1904. Three years after that date a ship was 
launched on the River Clyde in Glasgow to become part of a British fleet of merchant ships owned by the 
Pacific Steam Navigation Company. These rather unexceptional historical incidents would appear to be totally 
unrelated but sometimes fate can play games. 

Bill, as my dad was popularly known, was always disinclined to talk about his childhood, preferring to 
leave the disclosure of his past exploits to his two eldest daughters both of whom however were excitedly and 
sometimes emotionally prone to slight factual exaggeration. Rather like Chinese whispers, a story would be 
marginally altered every time it was told and having no detailed documentation, the story therefore became 
reliant upon memory except the memory tended to be dependent upon their previously altered version. With 
naughty sniggers they frequently told me of a time when dad worked in the Liverpool docks and how some of 
his senior colleagues grabbed him, stripped the then young lad of his trousers and painted his manhood in the 
colours of the White Star Line. With each version, the paint became more widespread and more painful to 
remove. But one particular story related to me by my sisters was of a nature far more grave than those of 
tomfoolery, life threatening even, that of a fire on board a ship. They took great pride in telling me that our 
father was working on board a ship when a fire broke out and how Bill bravely survived the ordeal. My dad 
never talked of this to me except to say how scary it was when he realised the danger he was in and that he 
simply did not remember much of it. 

My cousin, the daughter of Bill’s brother and a lady of unfailing tenacity when engaged in a project, 
searched maritime records and found a gentleman who has a passion for anything ‘shipping’. He emailed 
three brief newspaper cuttings of the incident to her which offered some information about that event. 
However, even those printed words had an element of contradiction but at least finally we have written 
confirmation of the tragedy. 

As Bill served his apprenticeship in the docks near Pier Head in Liverpool, the Pacific steam-ship of 
4,254 gross registered tonnage, having been launched on the Clyde in 1907 and named the ‘Huanchaco’, 
faithfully plied the  seas until one day in 1920 it limped into the River Mersey to enter the Langton Graving 
dock for repairs. The reports wrote that a fire broke out in the ‘fore-peak’ of the vessel, in the ‘boatswain’s 
stores’ where materials including timber, ropes, sulphur, staves and oil were kept. Four boys were ‘working in 
the tank below the seat of the fire’, they were trapped. The accounts applauded the hazardous work carried 
out by the firemen, all wearing ‘smoke helmets’ as they went in search of the boys deep below deck. One 
fireman it said was hauled out of the ship holding a dead man in his arms followed by a second fireman who 
successfully hauled up three men ‘through a narrow manhole, each (young man) unconscious and in a 
precarious state’. The three men were identified as 16 year old William Evans, Thomas James and James 
McCarthy. Sadly the dead person was 19 year old William Burke. Dad was taken to hospital and survived but 
lost a lung due to sulphur fumes. 

When someone is loved and admired, the desire to portray that person as a hero is understandable 
and saving the lives of friends is what those daughters imagined their father would do in those circumstances 
but the facts suggest that the poor man was in no condition to help anyone, he had lost consciousness and 
was in need of rescue. For my part I am so grateful that he survived to become an important mentor, a great 
friend and loving father. Bill was subsequently sent to Conwy in north Wales to recuperate where he met and 
married Alice Peace Jones, my mother. They settled in Conwy. 

Meanwhile, the Huanchaco had also survived the fire so both parties, the ship and dad, entered a time 
in history when countries were at war. Germany became the enemy. In the early 1940’s, the family home in 
Wales was on an estate near the River Conwy, on a beautiful coastal plain which became of historic 
significance since the estuary of that river was where sections of the Mulberry Harbour were secretly being 
built prior to being towed across the English Channel to be assembled off the coast of Normandy at Omaha 
(Mulberry A) and Gold (Mulberry B). With our country at war and cities including his home town of Liverpool 
being destroyed, the tragedy of 1920 was forgotten. However, what he was not aware of was that the ship, by 
1941 had been sold and renamed the Bore III and, under a different flag, was no longer sailing the Pacific as it 
had been doing since 1907 but was much nearer home, it was on the North Sea. In early 1941 it was heading 
for Borkum, an island off the north coast of Germany and a region which was later charged with Nazi war 
crimes. He therefore had no knowledge that on 24th February 1941, the vessel suffered an undignified end 
when it ran aground and was wrecked near that island of Borkum while en route with a cargo of iron ore from 
Lulea in neutral Sweden to the German port of Emden, the ‘seaport of the Ruhr’. 

Perhaps it was for the best that dad passed away not knowing the fate of the ship. As for my sisters, 
they would have preferred their own version of the story. He was always our hero anyway.      JE 
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SLEIGH TOUR DATES FOR 

GREAT BENTLEY 

Organised by Brightlingsea & District 
Rotary Club 

 
Santa starts his runs at 6pm each evening in the 
run up to Christmas so keep a look out for him 
from that time.  You can also follow him online 
with our new live tracking! 
 
Sun 28th Nov Gt Bentley Green -  
Gt Bentley Christmas Light Swich on -  
approx 6pm 
 
Fri 10th Dec Thorrington - Hazel Close 
Estate 
 
Sat 11th Dec Gt Bentley - Station Rd area. 
 
Sun 12th Dec Gt Bentley - De Vere Estate 
 
 

Friends of Great Bentley 

Churchyard 100 Club 

The 100 Club is run to financially support the up 
keep of the churchyard, which is a benefit to the 
whole village, not just the church community. 
 A square numbered from 1 to 100 costs 
£12 for the year, with a chance of winning 1st prize 
£100 or 2nd prize £50, at each of the 2 draws in 
the year. You can buy as many squares as you 
like! The year runs from December, with the first 
draw at the Christmas Tree Festival, on 4th - 5th  
December so please buy quickly. 
 
Anyone who already has a square or two, will 
receive a renewal letter in the next few weeks; we 
thank you for your support this year, and hope this 
will continue. Please return to Mary Maskell, 
Caldew Cottage, The Green. 
 
If you are not yet a member, would you be 
interested in joining the 100 Club? 
 
For more information, please email Annabel 
Stearn at wylieandsinger@talk21.com   
or call 01206 251518  
 

Stress, stress - what stress?!  
 
How did we get to December already? It feels like the 
year has flown by - my nan was definitely right when she 
said ‘time flies when you get older’. 
 Last month we spoke about exercise not solely 
being about weight loss and focussing on what form of 
exercise we enjoy. This is absolutely key to consistently 
showing up for your weight training, your dance class, 
your swimming sessions or your walks around the 
Green. 
 This month we are going to look at the benefits of 
exercise with a spotlight on my favourite - stress 
management!  
 Yes, you read that right. Exercise can be a great 
stress management tool and with the most stressful 
season upon us, we need to make sure that we are 
taking time for ourselves so we can fully enjoy the festive 
season with friends and families this year!  
 Taking time for oneself will look entirely different to 
each and every single one of us. For some, a full on gym 
session paves the way for a clearer mind and for others, 
a gentle soak in the bath or reorganising the kitchen 
cupboards will do the trick. 
 So what role does exercise play in stress 
management? Well, exercise releases endorphins which 
are produced by our glands (making them hormones). In 
turn, they help us relieve stress and also help reduce 
pain! 
 If this wasn’t enough, exercise also: improves our 
heart health, improves our sexual health, improves our 
confidence, improves our lung health and capacity, 
reduces our blood pressure, improves our bone health 
and density (this is especially great for those who have 
or will have experience of hot flushes, mood swings, 
night sweats - to name a few - AKA the menopause) and 
can offer a chance to find a sense of community and 
belonging with like minded people. 
 After the past 20 months, who wouldn’t want that?! 
 As we get to the end of the year, we tend to reflect 
on how the year has gone and where we would like to be 
in the New Year. We make resolutions and we plan how 
we are going to improve our lives. If you are thinking of 
including a fitness related resolution, just remember that 
exercise has A LOT of benefits with incredible health 
benefits that don’t rely on the scale number going down.  
 To help you along your journey to improved 
health, I have 2 group classes (alongside private 1:2:1 
training) that are taking place in Great Bentley Methodist 
Church Hall. For more information on either my Faster, 
Fitter, Stronger class or my Movement and Mobility 
Monday’s class, feel free to contact me on 07540891399 
or email me at rebekahjanefitness@gmail.com. 
 
I wish you all a very happy and healthy festive season, 
 
Rebekah 
Personal Trainer and Fitness Instructor at R J Fitness 
Phone: 07540891399 
Email: rebekahjanefitness@gmail.com 
Facebook/Instagram: @rebekahjanefitness 
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 Taken from ‘More Memories of Great Bentley People and Places’ 
Compiled by Barbara Tricker 

 

Kate Sizer and The Mill 
 

Beneath the oaks in a corner of St Mary’s Churchyard lies Kate Sizer and her stone bears this legend. 
 
In memory of 
Kate Thompson Sizer 
Born at Great Bentley Essex 
September 13th 1857 
Died Ipswich May 24th 1909 

 
 

Although Kate Sizer’s life was beyond human recall the writer has included her because she made such an 
important contribution to the history of Great Bentley.  She had written several stories and poems before 
publishing “Glimpses of Great Bentley in the Past” in 1882.  Although she embellished this work with her 
imagination she did make good use of the sources available to her at the time and later historians have drawn 
on her researches. 
 Kate was the daughter of the local miller George Sizer.  She lived at the Mill House in the centre of the 
green and later when her father retired, at Moorlands. 
 Kate was one of six children - there was Emma who later became Mrs Park, John Henry who married 
the minister’s daughter, Fanny, mentioned on the tombstone - she became mentally ill and went to live in 
Worthing, Kate herself, then Evaline and lastly Wilfred who had a fine tenor voice and sang in local concerts. 
 So here John lived, and worked the mill and the business was very successful.  Then, in 1819 John 
Thompson of Brooke House Farm and Richard Carrington who later built St Mary’s  
Farm, erected the first Methodist Chapel on the plot next to the Sizer Cottage.  Shortly afterwards John Sizer 
died and his son - also John - took over the mill.  He raised the height of the mill as the sails swung 
dangerously low.  He also built a new house in front of the mill for his growing family.  The first child was 
George, Kate’s father, there was Robert who became a grocer in Tendring, Samuel a carpenter in Little 
Bentley and Carrington who farmed at the Tye and then St Mary’s. 
 This George gave the new Chapel some land on which to build the schoolroom.  George married Esther 
Thompson from Brooke House and took over the mill in 1855.  The business was going very well and his 
father and mother retired to Moorlands.  George built the steam mill as a back-up to the windmill the first of its 
kind in the country. 
 The original windmill at Great Bentley was a post-mill.  The  bodywork rested on an upright post on 
which it revolved.  There was a system of horizontal and sloping beams which formed a trestle and kept the 
central post in position.  The post was enclosed in a round house.  The mill had to be turned to keep the sails 
facing into the wind and there was a fan tail fixed to the back of the mill for this purpose with a wheel that ran 
round on the ground as the mill turned.  Imagine the creaking of this great high structure!  The body of the mill 
was white boarded with the machinery and grindstones inside. 
 By 1891 (though some sources think a little later) the work had been taken over by the steam mill as the 
old windmill was unsafe and was demolished.  The steam-mill continued working for some time and its 
chimney was brought down in 1927.  The schoolchildren of the time were taken out to watch this happen. 
 But back to Kate.  She was a talented girl, busy with her writing and her research.  She was already at 
Moorlands when her “Glimpses …”  was published in 1882 by Mattocks of Head Street, Colchester.  It was 
printed by Trinity Printing Works.  She was twenty-five.  There was a review in the Essex County Standard 
describing it as “a labour of love” and “positively refreshing”. 
 Kate gives the history of the village in her book including an account of Rose Allin and the martyrs.  She 
describes legends and ghost stories and the local dialect. 
 Kate and her sisters all went to a boarding school near Ipswich - Anglesea House.  It was here that Kate 
gained her love of literature.  Kate was an invalid.  She couldn’t walk.  Medical consultants could not find 
anything wrong so it seems that this was some kind of psychological condition caused perhaps by the death of 
her beloved sister Evalina. 
 One Christmas when Evalina had only been at the school for a term she died suddenly during the 
holidays, a great shock for all the family and Kate did not walk again for many years.  The Sizers eventually 
moved to Ipswich and it was there, after her father died, that her mother managed to get her to walk again. 
 It was in Ipswich that Kate - still ahead of her time, founded a typewriting agency.  And it was there at 
the age of 52 she died - a lady whose name lives on in Great Bentley. 
 
  

 

I know not where his islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air 

I only  knew we cannot drift 
Beyond his life and care 

 

Also in remembrance of 
Fanny Esther Sizer 

who died October 4th 1932 
Aged 78 years 

and is buried at Worthing 
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YOUTH FOOTBALL 
 
Our under 12 teams have found the going tough in their respective leagues both currently sitting 8th in their 
league but have a few games in hand which can make all the difference.  In the A division of the Under 15 
league our Blues have dropped away a bit from the top now sitting 4th after a couple of losses in October, 
there is still time to climb back up the table with more than half the fixtures still to play. Over in the C league 
our Reds are firmly in mid table with their usual great goalscoring still happening with Evan Brady leading the 
way with 4 goals in the 5 - 0 victory against Halstead and another hat trick in the 5 - 3 victory at Parkside 
Rangers.  Evan has bagged a magnificent 22 goals this season and unsurprisingly sits top of the goalscoring 
charts in that league, hopefully he can maintain this through the season which will surely result in an excellent 
campaign for Matt’s lads.  The results of the games I can tell you about are below. 
 
Many thanks for reading  
Scott 
 
  Under 12’s Reds 
  17/10/2021 Little Oakley Blues 5 - 0 Great Bentley 
  24/10/2021 Great Bentley 1 - 9 Stanway Villa Yellows 
 
  Under 12’s Blues 
  17/10/2021 Great Bentley 2 - 7 FC Clacton Blues 
  24/10/2021 Halstead Town Red 7 - 1 Great Bentley 
  31/10/2021 Great Bentley 3 - 4 Colchester Villa Yelllows 
  07/11/2021 Holland Blues 2 - 4 Great Bentley 
 
  Under 15’s Blues 
  17/10/2021 Great Bentley 1 - 2 Halstead Town Blues 
  24/10/2021 Great Bentley 0 - 6 Capel Plough Blues 
 
  Under 15’s Reds 
  17/10/2021 Great Bentley 5 - 0 Halstead Town Reds 
  24/10/2021 Parkside Rangers 3 - 5 Great Bentley 
 
 

Hello from the Oaks 
 
We are currently getting all festive here and we can’t wait! 
 
So, have you got your cuppa and are you comfy? 
 
We’re doing amazing in our bingo games …. They are a laugh.  
 
We’ve had our pamper days with chocolates, snacks and pure relaxation it was lovely. 
 
Oh yes, we are still looking for a hairdresser so if you or you know of someone who can help please contact 
Jodie here at The Oaks. 
 
Well we had best get on with the festive planning and we can’t wait to tell you all that we have done 
 
With Love  
From The Oaks xx 

FOUND     A Parker pen on the pavement along Thorrington Road by Blacks Farm. 
 

FOR SALE 
 

5’ Artificial green Christmas tree in good condition 
£5 donation to charity 

 

Please ring 01206 250452 
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After having a mass investiture before the half term break we were extremely proud to introduce our 
Squirrel Scouts to the village in their first public appearance at Remembrance Sunday on 14th 
November (they were the little ones in the red jumpers with green scarves!).  This does not detract 
from how proud we also were of the other sections (Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers), all 
turning up in large numbers looking smart, representing the Scout Group well.  All told we had 
around 50 young people and 10 adults in uniform at the event! 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the people that help make the day happen, 
including those that stop traffic, ensuring our members are safe while parading from the Church to 
the War Memorial.  Without everyone involved the village would not be able to do the occasion 
justice.  Being residents of the village for a long time, we were also extremely proud of the village as 
a whole, the amount of people turning out was amazing and seems to grow each year! 

Since returning to Scouting with the new normal after the summer, the Scout Group has gone from 
strength to strength, seeing record membership numbers with each section either at or close to 
capacity.  This does unfortunately mean that we are currently having to run waiting lists for all 
sections, with the exception of Explorer Scouts.  With this in mind we would encourage anyone with 
interest to register this interest as soon as possible to avoid missing out. 

As a reminder, Scouting within the village is split into five different sections, outlined below: 

Squirrel Scouts:  4 to 6 years of age 
Beaver Scouts:  6 to 8 years of age 
Cub Scouts:  8 to 10½ years of age 
Scouts:  10½ to 14 years of age 
Explorer Scouts:  14 to 18 years of age 

We would love to give more young people the opportunities that Scouting provides, but unfortunately 
we are currently limited by adult volunteer numbers meaning we are not able to take everyone when 
we would like.  If there is anyone out there that is interested in getting involved as an adult we would 
love to hear from you, be it as a full Leader, a Group assistant or even an occasional helper giving 
what time you can when you can. 

If you have interest in any section within the Group, please contact our Group Scout Leader, Jan 
Bovingdon, on greatbentleygroup@live.co.uk to express your interest.  Additionally, if you have any 
interest in volunteering or have any questions, please also contact us.  You can also go to 
scouts.org.uk for more information. 
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DIARY 
 

NOVEMBER 

28th  LIGHT SWITCH ON  5pm 

30th  KNIT & NATTER, 2pm St Mary’s Parish Hall 

 

DECEMBER  

2nd  CHRISTMAS FAYRE, Gt Bentley School, 3.30pm 

3rd  COFFEE & CHAT, Methodist Church, 10-12 noon 

4th & 5th CHRISMAS TREE & CRIB FESTIVAL,  
  St Mary’s Church 

4th, 11th and 18th VILLAGE POST 9.00am by Village Sign, p.6 

8th  MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

9th  CHRISTMAS QUIZ  7pm at The Plough 

11th  CHRISTMAS FAYRE, Village Hall, 2pm 

18th  KIDS CHRISMAS PARTY, 4pm The Plough 

Mon 20th MAGAZINE COLLATING IN ST MARY’S  

  PARISH HALL, 9.00am 

New Year’s Eve 7pm CASINO NIGHT at the Plough 
 

ANNUAL DIARY 
JUNE 
 
2nd - 4th QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION  
    WEEKEND 
 
26th  CARNIVAL 
 
JULY 
 
16th  CRICKET CLUB CELEBRATE 250 YEARS. 

 
SEPTEMBER 
  

3rd  VILLAGE SHOW 
 


