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DISCLAIMER 
The statements, opinions and data contained in these publications are solely those of the individual authors and 
contributors and not of the Churchwardens, Parochial Church Council, the Editor nor the publisher.  The appearance of 
advertisements in the Great Bentley Parish News or the website is not a warranty, endorsement, or approval of the 
products or services advertised or of their effectiveness, quality or safety. 

Front Cover 
 

Year 6 school trip to 
Bawdsey Manor PGL’ 

EDITORIAL 

 
As I write this, the rain is falling and the fair has started to arrive on 
the green.  Sadly no annual Carnival this Saturday which is just as 
well as it is feeling rather like winter right now.  Talking of the 
weather a few people are finding hedgehogs out in the daytime 
which is not a good sign.  Apparently with the very wet weather 
many are struggling to keep dry in their usual overnight nests.  If you 
find one, give it some food, (meaty dog or cat food, dried hedgehog 
food, but not milk and bread), keep it warm and release it at night 
somewhere sheltered.  When approached it should roll into a ball 
and the prickles should stand out for protection and it should be able 
to walk or run. If this is not the case ring Wildlives, please. Hopefully 
the weather will become somewhat drier and warmer soon. 
 
We have a slightly “thinner” magazine this month as Clubs and 
Societies still cannot meet and if you could help us by writing an 
article, however short, I would really appreciate that.  
 
We include correspondence, some a little repeated, to remind you of 
the flow of exchanges, regarding the excessive house building 
which is taking place in the village right now.  If you are not directly 
involved in local government and its various working ways it can 
become rather frustrating when all that you require is for someone to 
listen, explain and take your point seriously and indeed reply.  I feel 
very strongly about the signpost at Lufkins Corner.  After 2 years of 
laying on the ground it was eventually repositioned vertically and 
before the cement could dry was promptly knocked over once again. 
Still not erected but it is only 4 months since it last got hit.  I live in 
hope. 
 
This September records show that a cricket match was played on 
our village green 250 years ago.  We are serialising Carl Morton’s 
“200 years of sport on Great Bentley Green 1771 to 1971”  Thank 
you to the Morton family for permission to publish this.  So many 
events have taken place over the years and different sports.  I am 
sure you will enjoy reading this first episode on pages 12/13. 
 
Now for the best news of all from the magazine’s point of view!  
Thanks to three grants, money raised from the Saturday produce 
stall, and some generous monetary donations from individuals we 
are able to order our new machine.  When enquiring what the best 
price could be we were told that the model we required was on 
special offer until the end of June and was reduced by £900.  Please 
see full details on how we achieved the fund raising on page 33.  
We will continue our produce stall raising funds for a new sound 
system in church.  Thank you so much everyone. 
 
Happy holidays to those who are going away and to all children and 
students who will be taking a break from their studies. 
 
Mary Maskell 
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THE MONTHLY LETTERS - JULY 

 
 
I do enjoy sunshine and the recent warm, sunny weather has certainly made me smile more. I am not sure 
how it affects you, but it certainly makes me happier – like a tonic from God!  
 
It also makes me so much more observant. I have enjoyed the poppies and other flowers that grow at the 
edges of buildings and admired the colourful array of flowers in the gardens I pass while walking my dogs or 
travelling around the parish. Luckily, I don’t suffer from garden envy, I am simply happy to be uplifted by the 
mixture of the beauty of creation and the skill of those with green fingers that so often takes my breath away.   
As you travel around do be sure to observe the beauty of creation in all its forms. 
 
Every Blessing 
 
Sharon 

 

 
 
 
 

   

Rev'd Sharon will be in church on Friday mornings from  
10am to 12 noon for enquiries, including baptisms. 

Dear Friends, 
 
Hopefully as you read this I will be in Pembrokeshire with my lovely family, who I haven’t seen since last 
summer! I can’t wait. Of course, we still have to remain very careful, as husband Rev Alan’s vaccination will 
not be as efficient as everybody else, but this separation has showed us how important relationships are.  I 
was talking to my eldest grandchild last week, and she said, “Granma, being rich doesn’t really make you 
happy does it?” 
 
 I agreed, and said that what is important is having just enough money so that you don’t have to worry; that 
actually relationships are what make people happy, relationships with family and friends.  
 
So why do so many get it wrong? Why do people seek for more and more things? Is it because we are 
encouraged, for the sake of the economy, to spend, spend, spend? Do we need to rethink?  
 
We need to realise that the best way to boost the economy is actually to give money to the poor— as they 
have to spend it, unlike the rich, who squirrel much of it away in tax havens abroad!  
 
Interestingly Jesus talks far more about our relationship to money than he does about most things. I wonder 
whether the exceedingly rich, who claim to be Christians, have ever read their bibles? Especially the story of 
the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16, 19-31). 
 
 I always remember one of Alan’s ministerial colleagues, saying I am glad that the church just gives us 
enough not to worry about money, I wouldn’t cope with more! I was a bit shocked at the time but then I 
guess I came to agree with him.  
 
After Covid, we have got the opportunity to think differently. Everything we buy should be bought 
thoughtfully, in order to save the world’s resources, and protect our environment. Getting back to a much 
simpler lifestyle would actually be much healthier and happier for all of us. Of course, it is difficult making 
choices, and Jesus certainly wanted us to live life to the full and enjoy ourselves, but we can only do that if it 
doesn’t harm others.  
 
Personally, all I want from the next week is to see my family, and share fun and laughter with them. That is 
enough.  
 
I hope you can experience the joy of creation and being alive this week, and find fulfillment in sharing time 
with others. 
 
Every blessing, 
Deacon Janet 



5 

 

 

 
GREAT BENTLEY 

METHODIST 

CHURCH  NEWS  

FOOD BANK 
The container for the food bank is at the back of 
the Church.   
 

Food required please:  

Tinned vegetables: Tinned potatoes: Tinned 
tomatoes  
Rice (not pasta): Tinned fruit: Tinned custard and 
rice. 
Biscuits, cereals: Coffee, sugar: All toiletries:  
Washing liquid/ powder/ washing up liquid etc:  
Toilet rolls: Kitchen rolls: Dog and cat food:  

THANK YOU 

Greetings to you all 
 

We welcome you to worship at Church or on Zoom 
with us during July. Those wishing to, can still share 
with us on Zoom to see and hear the service in 
Church. If you would like to come along or join by 
Zoom, please ring 01206 250087 or 234241 so that 
we can make arrangements for numbers. 
 
Morning worship will be held at 10.30am unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
 
The leaders of worship are set out below: - 
 

July 4
th

          Rev Tom Osborne - Communion 

July 11
th

        Gill Bavister 

July 18
th

        Maggie Woods 

July 25
th

    Local Leadership   

 

 
Messy Church, Luncheon Club and Adventurers are 
unlikely to re-open before September because of 
social distancing and other Covid related regulations. 
Better be safe! 
 
Parent & Toddlers have started again, although in a 
very modified form. 
 
Each week the following events are normally 
held at our Church.  
 
    Ring these numbers for more information. 
 
Messy Church once a month after school 250087 
Luncheon Club Alternate Tuesdays 12 Noon 234241 
Parent & Toddlers Group Thursdays 9-15 a.m. 
251537  
The Adventurers Club.   Fridays 7 p.m. Ring 250087 

 

ROTAS FOR ST MARY’S CHURCH 
FOR JULY 

 

Reading Rotas   

4th Annabel Stearn 
11th Linda Hayes 
18th Hannah Justice 
25th Rosemary Branch 
 

 Prayer Rota 

4th Wendy King 
11th Vicar 
18th Nicky Justice 
25th David Branch 
 

Cleaning Rota 

3rd Edna Black 
10th Wendy King 
17th Bev Adams 
24th Jennie Moss 
31st Rosemary & David Branch 

 
 

WEDDINGS 
2nd June  

Alastair Black & Charlotte Mayhew 
 
12th June  

Adam Hanbury & Charlotte Thompson 

ST MARY’S SERVICES 
 
 

Sun 4th July  9.30am    Holy Communion 
2 Corinthians 12.2-10:  Mark 6.1-13 
 
Sun 11th July 9.30am    Holy Communion 
Ephesians 1.3-14:   Mark 6. 14-29 
 
Sun 18th July 9.30am    Holy Communion 
Ephesians 2. 12-end:  Mark 6.30-34,53-end: 
 
Sun 25th July 8.00am    Holy Communion 
 
            9.30am    Holy Communion 
Ephesians 3.14-end:  John 6.1-21: 
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Bumper Bags of Blankets!  
 
Well my wonderful ladies who knit and my wonderful 
lady (the one who knits countless colourful squares 
which I enjoy sewing together into blankets) have 
been as busy as ever with their needles.  I happily 
spend time sorting through the squares and 
separating the assortment of colours into bundles of 
one colour then put them in various receptacles but I 
have to confess there are occasions when I cannot 
recall which ones and where! I had been in touch with 
Louise to let her know precious blankets were bagged 
up ready for her to collect. It was some time before 
she and Amanda were finally able to find time to 
come, they are so busy with the inevitable explosion 
of kittens everywhere that as sure as night follows 
day erupts at this time of year! However when they 
did finally manage to call by it was well after 10pm 
after a long full day trapping, checking traps, dropping 
off traps for people who were willing to set a trap 
themselves in order to secure a cat, perhaps a litter of 
kittens too that they were worried about in their 
gardens or in close proximity to their home. The word 
'trap' can sound very harsh and worrisome and I 
understand that but it is a necessary and vital means 
of getting cats to a place of safety. Having been 
involved myself several years ago it requires infinite 
patience, resolve, dedication and determination. It 
can happen at the first attempt should you be 
extremely lucky or it can take days or weeks.  
 
There is a silent army of  committed men and women 
who volunteer with one of the many cat rescue and 
rehoming organisations and charities who selflessly 
give up hours and hours carrying out the essential 
task of setting traps. It may be in the depths of winter 
when a trap is put in place and watched discreetly 
from a distance in a car so no cat spends any longer 
in a trap than is absolutely necessary. Of course 
needless to say a large percentage will require a visit 
to a vet for neutering.  
 
Louise and Amanda are always thrilled with the 
products of your labours and ask me to pass on their 
grateful thanks to you. There was an amazing amount 
of blankets this time. Each cat or kitten they find 
loving homes for goes with one of your blankets.  
 
Louise, Amanda and yourselves are stars and I feel 
very privileged to see at first hand how much your 
kindness means to them. 
 
Thank you for caring.  
 
Judy Bishop 251702 
 

 

 

It was you who taught me the way 

 
How did I find out about living, 
Learn my lessons, learn forgiving, 
How did I take on things that you know, 
Helping my knowledge expand and grow, 
It was you who taught me the way. 
 
How did I find where there is fun in life, 
Grow up without too much trouble and strife, 
How did I enjoy many hobbies and games, 
Take holidays in places with exotic names, 
It was you who taught me the way. 
 
How did I make friends and enjoy their time, 
Meet a girl and make her mine, 
How did I create my own happy family, 
Show them love and raise them caringly, 
It was you who taught me the way. 
 
How did I become a pillar of society, 
Never show any impropriety, 
How do I live with dignity and respect, 
Imprint on the world my own life effect, 
I will follow you, 
The one who taught me the way. 
 
Written by Ken Kirby for David Kirby’s funeral 
We have included one of Dave’s walks, slightly updated 
from a book of walks we printed several years ago. 
See page 32. 

Lillian Matthams 
 

Our dear mum Lillian Matthams passed away on 
8

th
 June at Saint Helena Hospice.  The funeral will 

be held at Weeley Crematorium on 19
th
 July at 

1.15pm.  
 As you are all aware due to Covid 
restrictions we are unlikely to be able to have an 
unrestricted service. 
 If you are not able to attend the funeral due 
to the restrictions but would like to say goodbye 
then I’m sure she would love to see you as she 
leaves her house of 50 years in Elm Close or as 
she proceeds through the Green. 
 
The funeral possession will be leaving at 
approximately 12.40pm. 
 
Should you wish to watch the service it will be 
available on webcam on the following: 
 
Website https://www.obitus.com/ 
Username heqo6266 
Password 711701 
Webcast Live webcast 
 
With Love Lara, Paula & Family. 
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WELCOME  
 

Jo and Adam Jiggins to 39 Birch Avenue 
New residents to 20, Pine Close 
Mr and Mrs Barnes and Bertie  

To Nimrod, The Green 

GREAT BENTLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL RECYCLE SCHEME 

We currently take:      We don’t take 

 

Crisps and multi pack packaging    stretchy plastic such as bread bags etc 
Cakes, biscuits and crackers wrappers   cheese wrappers 
Sweets and chocolate wrappers    toiletries 
Pringles tubes, lids and foil seal (no other brand)  pet food pouches 
 
If you could help by sorting the wrappers first this would be amazing especially with  
COVID current restrictions this would go some way to safeguarding the spread. 
 

BINS CAN BE FOUND AT THE FRONT OF THE SCHOOL 
 

St. Mary’s Church Wildlife Garden and Pond 
 

Well! In my last article I hoped for some better weather and some RAIN and it 
did just that rain, rain, rain, but as I write we have had some really warm 
sunny days and this has kick started the wild seed to grow in abundance and 
it is beginning to flower. Sorry I’m not that clever to name them, I will have to 
ask someone who does.  
 
Unfortunately, I was unable to get some frog spawn for the pond but maybe 
next year we will have frogs about and the pond will be more established too. 

The plants around the pond are spreading nicely and beginning to drop down into the water to soften the 
edge and help insect access. With the water plants spreading and blooming the bees and insects are loving 
it, and I am very pleased to report a couple of sightings of slow worms warming themselves in the sun.  They 
are not the worms I have in my compost bin at home, I still need to move those sometime. If you see a slow 
worm, they are a pinky/grey colour, not venomous, a snake or worm, but a legless lizard, just commonly 
known as slow worms. 
In the border by the gate, I have removed the hedgehog house and signs are it was used at some point, I’m 
pleased my DIY half water butt got a hedgehog approval. It has been cleaned and relocated between some 
bushes further along the path. 
 
The birds are using the pond and area too, I have seen blackbirds, wrens, robins, and blue tits searching for 
food even when I am close by.  The blackbird is very friendly after I threw him a piece of apple I was eating, 
and I spotted a robin going into one of the bushes with a beak full of food last week. Sadly, there haven’t 
been many butterflies about, apart from some vivid blue ones that seems to enjoy the butterfly puddle I made 
last month. 
 
Thank you for reading my article and I do hope you get the time to wander past the wildlife area on your 
walks and have a chat if I am there. 
 

Mandy 

 
ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD 

 
From the hot searing heat to the thunderstorms 
and blinding rain nothing seems to stop the 
vegetation in the churchyard from growing. 
 
We are so grateful to everyone who voluntarily 
helps to keep this oasis of peace and calm a place 
for people to visit, rest awhile or walk through on 
their way to the public footpath. 

 
Thank you  

to everyone concerned. 
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PRODUCE AND PLANT STALL 

 
We will be outside Mary's house, 
Caldew Cottage, The Green on  

Saturday 10th and Saturday 24th July 
10am to 12 noon  

 
We would be grateful for cakes, jams 

etc and also veg and flower plants that 
you may have spare. 

 
All proceeds to the new magazine 

printer. 
Look forward to seeing you. 

 
(If wet, in Mary's garage.) 

 
Covid restrictions will apply. 

LITTLE BENTLEY HALL 
WATERWAYS & GARDENS 

 
Church Road, Little Bentley, CO7 8SD 

 
Saturday 17th July 

11am - 5pm 
 

We invite you to join us for this Open Day and 
Family BBQ. 

 
The Gardens considered one of the finest private 
gardens in East Anglia will be open in aid of the 
local Conservative Associations to members, 
family and friends for this Ticket only Event.  This 
will be the only opportunity of visiting these 
wonderful Gardens this year as the famous 
Garden Shows are no longer taking place.  We will 
have a number of plant and garden furniture stalls 
to visit. 
 
Tickets only obtainable in advance.   
Adults £25, Children U12 - £5, including BBQ 
lunch. 
 
BBQ will include local meat, salads and sweet. 
Vegan option available to pre order. 
 
For tickets please contact. 
 
Nigel Dyson, Bentley Manor, Little Bentley,  
CO7 8SE 
 
Tel: 07802 282193   nigel@garden-shows.com 
 

GREAT BENTLEY 
TUESDAY CARPET BOWLS CLUB 

 
It's time to return to some form of normality and the 
Great Bentley Tuesday Carpet Bowls Club NEED YOU. 
We begin playing again on Tuesday 6th July in the 
Village Hall at 2pm. 
 
All are welcome, no experience necessary, the first two 
weeks are free after that it's £2 a week which includes 
tea and biscuits. 
 
Just turn up or for more information contact the Club 
Secretary Hilary on 07535107335. 

FRIENDS OF THE GREEN 
 

GRAND GARAGE SALE 
 

SATURDAY 10th JULY 
 

10am - 3pm 
 

Book in with Beverley 01206 250724 
or Michael 01206 250799 

 
Entry fee £7.00 or £10 on the day 

 
Maps will be on sale from Dani’s Deli, 

Plough Road from 5th July 
 

Subject to Government rules on the day 
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NEWS FROM THE OAKS 

Hello everyone  
 
How are you all? Have you got your cuppa ready and a cheeky biscuit and 
most importantly are you sitting comfortably? We cannot wait to tell you 
about the adventures at The Oaks. 
 
Well, if you hadn’t known already we’ve had a very exciting and BIG birthday recently. We’ve had our activity 
lady post photos on Facebook … we think that’s the name of it, technology nowadays hey! It’s amazing. 
 
So we had an afternoon tea birthday party as one of us turned 100! Yes 100! We know, it’s amazing. 
We had so many kind people send cards, flowers, gifts and bake cakes.  We even had a singer come and 
sing it was such a beautiful day. 
 
We’ve had so many cards that they have now had to be stuck on the walls and the flowers, well you can 
imagine how beautiful they are and anyone would think that we’ve opened a florist!  
 
We’ve also been for little walks and met some lovely, friendly people and their dogs. It’s been so lovely to be 
able to get out and about and see you all. 
 
Oh yes, we have been practicing indoor bowls and we’ve been told we have hidden talents with it but we 
don’t know about that, all we know is it’s lots of fun and you all know that’s what we like. 
 
Our garden is looking fabulous! I’m sure Alan Titchmarsh would be very impressed. 
We have our very own vegetable patch and a herb station and it’s been so lovely and exciting to see them 
grow. 
 
Wait until you hear what else we’ve had.  We had our very own spa, yes as you can imagine it was lovely. 
We’ve had our usual manicures and pedicures it’s was lovely. 
 
With this heat we've had lots of ice cream but we’ve been told that calories do not count so we will go along 
with that. 
 
Anyway we will catch up with you all soon it’s time for a sing a long now and we promise we will keep the 
noise down. 
 
 
With love from all at The Oaks xx 
 

Letter to the Editor 
 
I would kindly ask the person/persons who stole the two 
cat flower pots from the front of our garden on the night 
of 16/17 June if they would please return them, even if it 
is the same way that they took them, in the darkness of 
night. 
 
These are a memorial from my brothers garden, who 
was a cat lover, as we have just lost him and our sister 
from Covid in the last six months. 
 
As you can imagine we are deeply distressed and they 
can never be replaced. 
 
This theft has been reported to the police. 
 
If you have any conscience at all, please return them. 
Jim and Ann 
20, Larkfield Road 
01206 251335 

FRIENDS OF THE GREEN 
GRAND GARAGE SALE 

SEE PAGE 6 
This event organised for  

Saturday 10th July 
from 9am to 3pm 

will be supported by  
St Mary’s church 

 
We will have our fortnightly 

Produce Stall and a  
Bumper Bric a Brac stall too. 

Outside Mary 
Maskell’s house  

on the green. 
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 Wildlives 

Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre 
 ‘Catkins’, Frating Road, Thorrington, Colchester CO7 8HT         

www.wildlives.org.uk 
Opening hours: n/a        07802  767016 

Outside of Wildlives’  hours, please call the RSPCA on 0300 1234 999 or log on to our website for advice on what to do with a 

sick animal until we are open again in the morning. See the web site for extra pictures too! 

Registered Charity 1104167     

Copyright Wildlives © 2021 

 
 

A sad goodbye to Grace                                 July  2021 

Sadly, after receiving a terminal prognosis 3 ½ years ago, Grace finally reached the end of her road. She loved 
life and lived it to the full, and was determined to carry on as long as she could, but the hot weather and her 
illness finally proved too much for her. She is pictured front left, with her fellow Greek rescue dog Wilma and 
Ella. 

PLEASE dispose of rubbish responsibly  - our 

wildlife is suffering and dying of your rubbish 

This month Wildlives has had a huge influx of animals and birds caught up in netting, string, plastic, and 
other rubbish. This included a family of little starlings who tried to leave their nest only to be caught and left 
dangling by what looked like a degraded face mask; a pigeon with thread cutting deep into his legs causing 
irreparable damage; gulls left hanging from string; a tiny sparrow dangling from his nest ensnared in thread, 
and many birds with feet or legs amputated where they have struggled to escape and the entanglement has 
cut deeper and deeper. These are just a few of the horror stories. We have also admitted a hedgehog who 
had become caught in netting with it cutting deep into his legs. If you place netting 6 inches above the 
ground it will still work and hedgehogs can come and eat your slugs safely. 

Stormzy the badger cub was brought in by the RSPCA, who thought he had died on the way. He weighed just 
over 1kg  But Rosie heard the  slightest noise,  so got warm fluids into him and slowly warmed him up, 4 hours 
later he guzzled a bottle of formula and over the next few days  went from strength to strength. Thanks to 
Adrian from the Suffolk Badger Group along with his finder, his sett was located. They covered him with 
material from the toilet area to disguise the scent of human handling, and Stormzy set off with a few leaps and 
bounds straight down the sett. You can find videos of his release on our facebook page. He is shown on the 
left 4 hours after arrival. 

The hedgehog from last month’s newsletter with the massive facial injury from a road accident made an 
excellent recovery and was successfully released. 
 We were mystified by the three owl chicks who were brought in separately after being found in fields and 
golf courses with no trees nearby. This was after heavy rains. When the mother goes out to find food she gets 
wet in the rain, and when she returns to the nest the little owls stick to the wet feathers on her chest. When she 
then leaves the nest to hunt again, the owlet is carried out by accident, and falls when the feathers lose their 
stickiness! 

 Baby birds continue to flood in, especially gull chicks of which we now have several creches. This is 
mainly due to loss of habitat and nests being disturbed. 

Updates 
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                         Great Bentley Pre-school                                      

   www.greatbentleypreschool.co.uk 

  information@greatbentleypreschool.co.uk 

 
I can’t believe another year has passed and it’s nearly that time again where we are coming up to the end of 
the academic year, and wow, what a crazy and unimaginable year it has been.  
 
It also sadly means it is that time again when we have to say goodbye to lots of our children as they start the 
next step in their educational journey.  
 
This is always the hardest part of our job and can be quite emotional as we bid farewell, it’s always an 
absolute pleasure though to see how they have all developed, progressed and matured within their time at 
Pre-school and to know we have been a part of that.  
 
Unfortunately, due to the four week delay in lockdown restrictions, we are still governed by guidelines, this 
sadly means we are unable to say goodbye to our children and families as we normally do. We will though 
have a little send off and say our goodbyes in our garden where the restrictions on gatherings are not so 
limited. 
We hope each and every one of you have all enjoyed the challenges and experiences we have shared in your 
time at Pre-school and that you will all take away lots of happy memories.  
 
The whole team at Great Bentley Pre-school would like to wish every one of them good luck in their next step 
and hope they enjoy and have lots of fun at their new ‘big school’. 
 
September Term Registers 
 
Registers for September are already looking quite full. If you would like to become part of our Pre-school or 
would like any information, please contact me through our email address at the top of this article. 
 
We will be shut and on our summer break from Friday 16

th
 July until Monday 6

th
 September, please bear this 

in mind if you are thinking of enquiring as we would love to meet you before we do break up. 
 
Unfortunately, we still cannot offer visits at the moment during any of our sessions, but we are always here to 
arrange a more suitable and safe time, answer any queries or questions you may have or to arrange a 
collection of a Welcome Pack. 
 
Last But Not Least 
 
Allison and I would like to thank all the staff for their hard work and commitment over what has been a very 
challenging year, they really are a fantastic, dedicated team. 
 
We would also like to thank the parents for their continued support, we wish you all a happy and healthy sun 
filled summer. 
 
Thanks for reading  
 
Julie Wiles 

THOMAS ARNOLD FAIRWEATHER 

It is with deep regret that the family of Tom Fairweather 
have been informed of his death at the age of 100.  He 
died peacefully in his care home in Princetown on Friday 
18th June. 
 
Tom lived with his family in Great Bentley before joining 
the army.  Readers of this magazine will have read in 
previous editions about his life in the services during the 
Second World War and the hardships he endured as a 
prisoner of war. 
 
He will be sorely missed by all of his extended family, 
most of whom still live locally. 

SUNDAY CLUB 
AT ST MARY’S CHURCH 

 
We will be restarting 

our morning  
Sunday Club  
in September. 
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BELLRINGING NOTES 

 
 

It’s been great for us to get back to ringing the 
church bells again after such a long lockdown. After 
nearly 22 years, this is the only time when we have 
not rung the church bells at least twice a week! 
 
Since the 17

th
 of May we’ve been able to re-

commence practices, ring for all Sunday services 
and celebrate 2 weddings. 
 
Although we have been meeting on a weekly basis 
in a virtual ringing room, it’s been a testing time for 
our ringing band as some of us haven’t touched a 
bell rope for 15 months, and therefore need to re-
acquaint ourselves with the physical side of ringing. 
In addition to this, 15 months of no activity has left 
us with a lot of maintenance and cleaning to be 
done! 
 
Although we are able to ring the bells again, we are 
restricted to the rule of 6 indoors, social distancing, 
the very best of infection control and ensuring 
excellent ventilation in the ringing room. This 
means that risk assessment and reduction has to 
take place and in addition, means that we cannot 
ring all eight bells and have to be socially distanced 
within the ringing room. This is why the bells might 
sound slightly different from pre-lockdown, and 
might not be so tuneful! 
 
We are hopeful that 21st June will see a further 
lifting of restrictions therefore enabling us to 
commence teaching again. So if you are interested 
in learning this ancient art and helping to ensure 
the continuation of 
church bell ringing in 
England,  p lease 
make contact for an 
update of when we 
can meet for teaching 
and instruction. 
 
Roger Carey-Smith 
07422 880921 
 

 

FOR SALE 
 
Howdens Daytona Oak Veneer Door. 
2’3” x 6’5”+3/4” ( 68.5cm x 197.5 cm) 
Sanded and fully oiled. Scratched on one side during 
recent fitting. 
Hinges and handles removed 
Cost £144  accept £25. 
 
Unused wrapped Solid Oak Handrails with fillet. 
5’ 6” plus small section 1’ 3”   
RRP £58  accept £10   
 
2   Softwood Handrails varnished with brackets. 
11’ 9” at £10    and 8’ at £5     
    
 Unused Softwood Base Rail with fillet 2’ 8”   free of 
charge 
 
Tel Julia 01206 250981 
 
 
Motorcycle Leathers 
Ladies size 8 RST Armoured 
Mens size 46 Buffalo Armoured 
Only worn twice- As new 
£75 per pair     
Tel Peter 07721 925083 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Saturday 4th  
Fund raising event at  

St Mary's church 
 

Are you organising an event?  
Please let us know. 

 
If not Christmas Lights Switch on 

may be the next event!! 

 

HELP REQUIRED WITH THE MAGAZINE 
 

As few Clubs and Societies have restarted and  
most events have been cancelled,  

we miss hearing from you all. 
SO PLEASE COULD YOU SEND ME SOME ARTICLES TO  

HELP KEEP THE MAGAZINE FULL? 
THANK YOU, Ed. 
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PET NOTES 

 

Though it took longer than usual to arrive this year summer is here. Unfortunately so is grass seed season. 
Read on to keep your dogs (and cats) safe…. 
 
Q. Why are grass seeds a problem? 
 
A. The shape of a grass seed resembles an arrow head. The sharp pointy end can penetrate the skin and the 
fibres cling onto the fur then prevent the seed from moving backwards once penetration has taken place. 
 
Q. How does this problem present? 
 
A. Seeds usually penetrate the skin between the toes (the interdigital area) or enter the ear canal however I 
have also removed them from under the eyelid, inside the gum and under the skin elsewhere on the body. The 
seeds may continue to burrow, causing inflammation and infection of the sensitive tissues. 
 

 
 
My top tips for avoiding grass seed problems: 
 
-  Avoid walks in long grass 
-  Keep fur trimmed short, especially around the ears and paws, as this  will give seeds less to hold onto 
and hide in 
-  Check your dog’s body carefully for grass seeds after every walk 
-  If you have any concerns at all, seek veterinary attention at the earliest opportunity 
 
 
Dr April Young MRCVS 

Location of seed(s) Symptoms 

Interdigital area Acute onset lameness 
A painful, red swelling between the toes with or without pus draining 
Sometimes a second hole elsewhere (often on the other surface) if the seed 
has travelled through the foot, forming a sinus 
Licking of the affected foot 

Ear canal Shaking and/or rubbing ear 
Painful reaction to ear being touched 
Sometimes discharge and/or malodour coming from the ear 

Eyelid Squinting/keeping the eye closed 
Rubbing the eye 
Sometimes ocular discharge 
Sometimes swelling of the eyelids 

Gum Inappetance or difficulty eating 
Sometimes rubbing the mouth 

Skin elsewhere Sometimes a visible abscess with or without drainage 
  
A word of warning: 
Seeds have been known to have go unnoticed until they have penetrated the 
chest or abdomen. Symptoms in these more serious cases include coughing, 
lethargy, fever and inappetance to name a few. When the chest or abdominal 
cavities become infected, known as pyothorax and peritonitis respectively, 
these conditions are life threatening. 
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TAKEN FROM 200 YEARS OF SPORT ON GREAT BENTLEY GREEN 
1771-1971 by CARL MORTON 

 

The First One Hundred Years 
 
“Cricket, Glorious Cricket”.  So sing the colourful West Indians 
in praise of the game today, and their calypso is echoed 
across the world from Marylebone to Melbourne, from Bombay 
to Barbados, from Pretoria to Pakistan and, in fact, from 
wherever the adventuring Englishman of yesteryear could 
make a reasonable wicket. 
 But where was the game born?  If the inhabitants of 
Great Bentley answered, “On our Green”, no doubt the sturdy 
men of Hambledon and a dozen other places would rise up in 
their wrath and cry, “Prove it”!  Yet such might be the case. 
 It is recorded that two hundred years ago in September 
1771, ‘a match for eleven hats was played on Great Bentley 
Green, Essex, between the Gentlemen of Essex and the 
Tendring Hundred’.  The record gives no exact date, no scores 

or result, but just the bald statement that the event took place, so we are entitled to suppose that a wicket must 
have been in existence for some years previously on this common of forty-two acres.  However, although the 
village can justifiably claim that this green was one of the most natural arenas for all sports, modesty forbids 
that we should also claim it as the birthplace of cricket itself.  We simply rest content to say it was one of the 
cradles of the game, and to celebrate the bi-centenary of the Great Bentley Club this year. 
 It may well be that this match in the September of 1771 was the return of one advertised a month  
previously in the Ipswich Journal as follows:- ‘Cricket:  There will be played for at Colchester on Tuesday, 20th 
August, 1771 for 11 hats of 12/- value by any 22 men putting in 5/3 each.  Dinner will be provided at the Three 
Goats Heads to be on table by 12 o’clock.  Stumps will be pitched at 1 o’clock, where all gentlemen will meet 
with a hearty welcome by their humble servant. 
 
Tos. Cornwell, 
NB Cockades given Gratis’. 
 
The last item in this advertisement is of particular interest.  In the eighteenth century, betting was an integral 
part of most sporting activities, and cricket was no exception, large sums of money changing hands at every 
match.  Supporters of either side wore in their hat-bands cockades in their team’s colours and were thereby 
easily identifiable to opponents who wished to place a bet.  The odds laid against any one team fluctuated with 
the fall of each wicket or notch scored and newspapers of the period carry many reports of matches unfinished 
because of disputes which, in some cases, led to bloodshed.  These disputes invariably arose when the team 
was in danger of defeat - and their backers in even more danger of losing money - refused to accept an 
Umpire’s decision and left the field of play.  Technically, they yielded the match but many losing supporters 
refused to pay up, with the result that ugly scenes were not uncommon. 
 In these formative days of cricket the gamesters - for so the players were usually called - were often 
brought together by advertisement and the titles of teams were only loosely applied, thus ‘the Gentlemen of 
Essex’ in our first recorded match may well have come from Colchester and just beyond, whilst ‘the Tendring 
Hundred’ could have been Great Bentley men aided by a few from the surrounding area.  In the same way 
gamesters from this village would have appeared in three matches which took place some twenty years earlier. 
 The Ipswich Journal, that fund of information, tells us that on Monday, July 25th 1748 ‘eleven hats of 
10/6 value were played for at Brightlingsea’.  On Tuesday, August 22nd the following year, ‘Colchester v. 
Brightlingsea and Manningtree for 11 guineas.  To meet at the sign of the Fencers in Tenants Lane, 
Colchester’, while in 1751 it was ‘Manningtree and Brightlingsea v. St Nicholas and St Botolph, Colchester, for 
11 black velvet caps’.  The venue of this match is not given, but it might well have taken place at Great 
Bentley, the half-way point between the towns named, with some local 
players among those who took the field. 
 Cricket matches on the Green were often arranged in conjunction 
with other attractions.  For example, an advertisement on June 4th, 1785 
reads: ‘Great diversions at Bentley races on Monday, June 13th.  A 
match of cricket in the morning by gentlemen who will dine together at 
The Lion at 3 o’clock’.  This may well have been an innovation, for seven 
years earlier, on May 30th, 1778, the same newspaper had announced, 
‘Bentley Races, Essex.  To be run for on Tuesday, June 9th on Great 
Bentley Green for a purse of £50 by any horse, mare or gelding, that 
never started for anything of that value, subject to such articles as shall 
then and there be produced. 
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On Wednesday, the 10th, A Silver Cup.  The horses to be entered each day by 12 o’clock, or pay double 
entrance.  To run weight for inches, 14 hands high to carry 9 stone, and so in proportion according to size. 
 An ordinary each day be ready at 2 o’clock at each house; a ball at night at the Plough, and a main of 
cocks to be fought each day at the Lion, Bentley against Thorpe; to shew 21 mains on a side and 10 byes.  For 
5 guineas a battle and 10 guineas the odd.  The cocks to be on pit at 11 o’clock.  King and Folkard, Feeders’. 
 In 1792 the horses ran the best of three mile heats for a Subscription Purse, while the following year 
each heat was three times round the Green.  In 1798 the prize of a Silver Cup went to ponies not more than 12 
hands 2 inches high ‘to be entered with Mr Almond, Great Bentley.  Start 4.30 o’clock.  Dinner at the Lion, 2 
o’clock’. 
 With horse-racing, balls, cock fights and cricket, the villagers certainly knew how to ‘live it up’ in the 
sporting sense in those far off days, but these were not their only diversions.  Ever since Doomsday, the Green 
had been part of the Manor of Bentley Magna, which in the eighteenth century embraced the whole parish and 
it would seem that, having survived a fairly strenuous summer, the sportsmen turned their attention to another 
kind of game during the winter months, for the Lord of the Manor was forced to in 
insert in the local newspaper the following advertisement,  ‘November 11th 1767.  
Whereas the Game upon the Manor of Great Bentley in Essex has of late been 
very much destroyed by Poachers.  This is to give notice that such unqualified 
Persons who shall be found destroying the Game upon the said Manor will be 
immediately proceeded against and any person giving information to Mr Benjamin 
Wilkin, Gamekeeper, of any such offenders, shall, upon their conviction be entitled 
to a reward of 3 guineas’. 
 There were no subsequent reports of convictions, so it must be assumed 
that the poachers were too clever for Benjamin, and that informers were few and 
far between.  This is not surprising because poachers went hand-in-glove with 
those other ‘workers in the night’, the smugglers who would pass inland with 
contraband landed in the nearby creeks and on the shore at Clacton and Jaywick.  Informers received short 
shrift if caught by the wrong-doers, so, in the words of Rudyard Kipling, it was advisable to - “watch the wall, 
my darling, while the gentlemen go by”. 
 To return to the cricket field.  Following the advertisement of the 1785 match to be played in conjunction 
with the races, there is no mention of the result, but the Chelmsford Chronicle tells us that ‘at Colchester, a 
brandy merchant played against three Master Hairdressers, - the former ran more notches at one innings than 
all the gentlemen of the puff did in their two!’.  Although earlier we expressed the opinion that Great Bentley 
gamesters were involved in matches at Colchester, we strenuously oppose any suggestion ‘that the gentlemen 
of the puff resided int his village’. 
 There are far more details of the next encounter on the Green which took place on Saturday, August 
7th, 1790, when the doughty men of Thorpe-le-Soken were the visitors.  The scores were Great Bentley 84 
and 35, Thorpe 61 and 33 for 1, ‘when Great Bentley gave up the match’.  The Thorpe players were 
remarkably good catchers and bowlers’. 
 Before passing into the nineteenth century, mention must be made of two prize fights which took place 
on the Green in September 1792.  From the Chelmsford Chronicle and other sources we learn that after the 
Magistrates at Colchester had forbidden the matches within the boundaries of their Borough, a ring was 
formed at Great Bentley when ‘Hooper the Tinman, a noted pugilist, was vanquished by Bunner, a Colchester 
bruiser.  A fight between Ben Stanyard and Andrew Gamble, famous members of the Fancy was declared 
drawn after lengthy argument by the judges’.  Another account read ‘Great Bentley Green.  Andrew Gamble 
defeated Ben Stanyard on a foul after a short, fierce fight on September 5th 1792’.  It is difficult to decide 
whether this was a return fight or if the reporters, like the judges, had agreed to differ over the result.’ 
 In the early 1800’s playing circket for caps seems to have dropped out in favour and as much as 25 
guineas a side was sometimes the stake, but some years later the matches had become more ‘friendly’ and 
perhaps more local.  In 1831 the Essex County Standard reads: ‘Fingringhoe Hall, Essex.  A match of cricket 

was played on Friday June 22nd between 
the Abberton Club and eleven of the Great 
Bentley Club which terminated in favour of 
Abberton with 28 runs to spare, and on 
Tuesday, 26th, the return at Great Bentley, 
when the scores were: Great Bentley 78 
and 73,  Abberton 83 and 78’.  In the same 
year an encounter was advertised to take 
place at West Bergholt, Eleven of East 
Essex versus Eleven of West Essex, ‘wne 
so few players from a distance turned up, 
no real match could be started’.  It may well 
be that with the decline of the gambling 
element, villagers were less inclined to 
travel if the rewards were small. 
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A FEW NOTES FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
 

FLYPASTS TO CELEBRATE 150 YEARS OF CLACTON 
 
It is pleasing to announce that the Red Arrows 
will be flying over Clacton this year. 
Clacton will be celebrating its 150

th
 Anniversary and 

the Red Arrows will be joining in with the 
celebrations with a two day fly past. Joining them 
will be the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, which 
includes the Lancaster, Spitfire and Hurricane and 
the ace Royal Air Force display team. 
 
The “Clacton 150 Flypast” will take place on 
Thursday 26

th
 and Friday 27

th
 August. 

 
The flypast will be subject to the latest Government 
guidance on Covid-19 events. 
There will be more news nearer the time. 
 
 

 

 

THE PARK MARK AWARD FOR SEVEN TENDRING CAR PARKS  
 
Seven car parks within Tendring district have been awarded a safety accreditation through the Safer Parking 
Award Scheme from the British Parking Association. 
Each car park has passed an assessment for its quality of lighting, cleanliness, security measures and quality 
management. 
 
The car parks: Elm Grove, Ipswich Road, Agate Road, Jaywick Sands Beach, Tower Street, Wellington Road 
and Walton High Street received the award in the 2021 phase one review. 
The Park Mark means residents and visitors can confidently use Tendring’s car parks knowing they are well 
looked after. 
 

£575K REFURBISHMENT WORK TO BEGIN AT CLACTON LEISURE CENTRE 
 
Refurbishment at two facilities at Clacton Leisure Centre were due to start in June with phase one starting by 
supplying in the health suite new showers, the provision of five family changing rooms and the replacement of 
the sauna, which is expected to be finished in August. 
 
The second phase will see new flooring, lockers and cubicles fitted, more changing rooms installed and an 
extended vanity area in the wet-side changing rooms. 
 
It is well known how popular the health suite is, and the refurbishment will hopefully entice even more people to 
use it. 
 
Clacton Leisure Centre will remain open and users will be asked to follow signs as some routes through the 
facility may be altered whilst the work is being carried out. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns; I am always very pleased to help and hear from 
you. 

 

Cllr. Lynda McWilliams 
Ward Councillor to the Parishes of Great Bentley, Little Bentley and Frating  
and the Cabinet Member with the portfolio for Partnerships. 
 

Email lynda@boblyn.co.uk    cllr.lmcwilliams@tendringdc.gov.uk 
 

Tel. No. 01206 250732     Mobile 07564 613603 
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                       NATURE NOTES  
 
The impact of the Pandemic has been endlessly analysed and will be 
a topic well into the future. The role of Nature in our lives has been 
one perhaps less obviously direct aspect with quasi-spiritual ideas of 
well-being. When mortality, physical health and restricted movement 
have been in sharp focus many have looked outward to find solace 
and connection with something larger than themselves. Some well-
known gardeners like Monty Don have embraced wildlife gardening 

with “No Mow May” to encourage wildflowers and insects. This is when so-called green spaces are under 
greater pressure than ever with increased population and housing development - usually with small gardens. 
The greater use of the countryside for exercise and dogs being taken to popular places, often by car, is not 
without issues. Some local nature reserves have been particularly under strain and one has even been closed 
in part due to the sheer weight of numbers. Reasonable access to the countryside in a largely arable farmed 
area with footpaths, not used to heavy use particularly in wet periods, is an issue. There are dilemmas in how 
to balance a greater awareness and interest in the countryside with its unintended consequences. Instilling 
more respect of our surroundings somehow needs to be achieved without too much formal regulation.                                                                                

DRB 

        FARMING DIARIES 
 

Harvest of the combinable crops such as oilseed rape, wheat and barley is 
just around the corner. For the root crops - potatoes will be lifted, 
depending on variety and market, from July and sugar beet will remain in 
the ground growing until late autumn. 
 
You will have noticed the oilseed rape fields which were once bright yellow 
in April, turning back to green in recent months have now turned a light tan 
colour. Where the pollinators (including bees) have pollinated the flowers 
these flowers have then developed into long pods approximately 6-7cm in 

length and 0.5cm wide. Inside these pods are the seeds which the farmer will be harvesting when they travel 
through the crop with the combine. When they are ready to be harvested the seed will have turned from a 
green to a brown-red colour and then to black as it ripens. It is very important that the farmer harvests the crop 
and the correct timing as too many brown-red seeds can lead to penalisations from the buyer and the farmer 
receiving less money for his crop. The harvested crop can then go on to be made into oil which you can easily 
find in local farm shops and good supermarkets or may be exported for use in biodiesel. 
 
Crops of barley are normally one of the first to be harvested in the year with the harvested grain generally going 

for animal feed or malting and brewing. Both wheat and barley need to be harvested at a set moisture level. If 

the moisture level is too high farmers will need to dry the grain in grain stores before selling. This drying 

process involves a very gradual warming of the grain using industrial heaters. This is an additional cost to crop 

production so farmers try their hardest to get the grain into their stores at the correct moisture levels. They 

sample the grain as they harvest using moisture meters which are calibrated at the beginning of the harvest 

season to ensure the readings are accurate. Moisture readings are carried out throughout the day but 

especially in the evenings when, due to the dampness in the air the moisture levels will often rise. If levels are 

too high this may halt the harvest for the day. 

Vicki Brooks 

 

QUICK ELDERFLOWER CORDIAL 
 

The trees are flowering a little later this year and they always seem to have a 
second flush of blooms…..so act quickly!!  It is so tasty but oh so simple. 
Bring to the boil 1 1/2 litres of water with 3lb 5oz sugar and stir.  Add 50 g of 
citric acid, (available from supermarkets, pharmacies or online). 
Slice thinly 2 lemons and place in a large bowl with 25 heads of elderflowers 
and when the liquid has cooled, pour in to the bowl. (You may wish to cover 
with clingfilm).  Leave for 48 hours then strain through muslin or a jelly bag. 
Bottle and keep in the fridge. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Year 1   
 
In English we have been learning how to write instructions. Every good board game needs 
instructions, so we designed our own Space-themed board games, wrote clear instructions on how 
to play the game and then played the games! 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 
 
Keep your eyes peeled for our upcoming 'Plastic Pollution campaign’ 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 
 
Tuesday 18th May  
Year 3's 5K sponsored run/walk to raise money for the Amazon Rainforest  
 
Year 3 took part in a 5K sponsored run/walk to raise money for the Amazon Rainforest. We were 
super lucky with the weather, although it was a little hot! We soon realised that 5k is quite a big 
distance but we showed great determination to complete the challenge! Miss Ide and the whole year 
3 team are incredibly proud of the children. To celebrate us completing our challenge (Miss Ide & 
Miss Ward were very exhausted!) we had ice lollies to cool us down. Well done to Year 3 on their 
fantastic achievement.  We have added all the money up which includes all the children’s 
sponsorship money and non-uniform donations. I am so proud to announce the children have raised 
£1589.51 ! Which is incredible. We have worked out we will be able to adopt 44 animals from the 
Amazon rainforest. What an amazing difference your children are making!  
I am so very proud of year 3 and their achievements. A big well done to them! 
 
We were delighted that this year our Year 6 residential trip was able to go ahead.  The children 
returned on Friday 11th June from their 5 day residential trip to Bawdsey Manor PGL activity 
centre.  They had an absolutely amazing time, taking part in all the activities with gusto.  To top it off 
the sun shined all week.   
 

  (See front cover). 

 
To all local residents 
Can you help? 
 
We are looking for 6 volunteer 'Local Heroes' to join our school team. Our aim in the next academic 
year is to link our school and village community (COVID restrictions allowing). If you are an 
enthusiastic gardener, a painter or have handy woodwork skills or just like to listen to children read 
and would like to join with us and our pupils during their lunch breaks and afternoons to help 
improve our school environment then we would like to meet you. 
 
Please contact Mrs Tracey Caffull at Great Bentley Primary School 01206 250331 if you are 
interested. All successful applicants will be subject to DBS and safeguarding checks. 
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         FOOTBALL CLUB NOTES  
 

Border League Reserve KO Cup.    Reserves 
 

Sat    May 22nd   Sem/Final       Mersea Island Res               (H)    W 2 – 1 

Mon  May 31
st
      Final               Stanway Pegasus Res         L/Oakley    L  0 – 2 

  
Border League  Tommy Thompson Cup.   Reserves 
 
Tues May 25th    Qtr/final         Harwich & Parkston Res         (A)   W 3 – 2 (AET)  

Sat    May  29
th
    Sem/Final     Barston Res                            (A)   L  0 – 3 

  
 

Reserves played Mersea Island Res on the green in the Semi-Final of the  League Reserve KO Cup, 
winning 2 – 1. 
 
Goals coming from Bailey Farley & Lewis Mounteney in an entertaining game. After dominating most of the 
first half GB went behind from the first real threat from Mersea. 
 
In the half-time team talk, Ritchie Herbert had spured the team on and they came out worthy winners. 
 
The final was played on Bank Holiday Monday at Little Oakley Stadium. At half time it was 0-0 but in the 
second half Stanway Pegasus scored 2 goals to take the game and the cup. 
 
In the Tommy Thompson Cup. After the previous round when the Thorpe v Lawford Lads game was 
abandoned, both teams were disqualified and GB Res were awarded a bye into the Qtr Final. 
 
We played Harwich & Parkston Res “under the lights” at Harwich on the 25

th
 May. GB were 2 up at half time 

with goals from Kieron Baker (new super striker) & Archie Herbert. 
 

In the second half, Harwich scored twice, taking the tie to extra time. GB played the last 10 minutes of 
normal time plus all of extra time with only 10 men after an injury to Bailey Farley in an increasingly physical 
game. 
 

Archie Herbert scored the winner, running on to a through ball from Reece Morley and putting under the 
advancing keeper. 
 

Due to the Border Leagues determination to complete the cup competitions by the end of May, the 
Reserves had to travel to Barston Res on Sat 27

th
 May for the semi final. We narrowly lost 0 – 2, the 

pressure of fielding and playing so many games in a short period of time taking its toll. 
 

With the “supposed easing of lockdown” on Jun 21
st
. It was hoped that we could open the clubhouse for the 

knock-out stages of the Euro 20 Cup. 
 
Writing this on the afternoon of Monday 14

th
 June, it looks like this will have to be put on hold. 

 

Pre-season training will start on the green in July, with friendlies currently being arranged. 
 

Follow Great Bentley Football Club and Border League Football on Facebook and Twitter. 
 

Stay Safe.                  Follow the Bulldogs 
 



20 

 

 

            GARDENING NOTES 
 
 

 
Our neighbours, and anyone else passing our house, will be aware we are 
building a bungalow for ourselves in the garden. Apologies to all for the 
inevitable disruption that results from having a construction project close to 
you or affecting the roadway access. We cannot describe it as a retirement 
bungalow as we retired some years ago but we will be downsizing, doing 
away with stairs and retaining a smaller garden. There will be a 
considerable reduction in grass mowing, border maintenance and hedge 
trimming but we will continue to do what we enjoy the most, growing 
exhibition flowers and our own vegetables. 
 

Not many people are fortunate enough to design their own garden from scratch and that is what we will be 
doing over coming months and probably the next 2 years. It is both exciting and daunting in equal measures. 
We have managed to keep the majority of the vegetable growing area and the area on which we grow 
chrysanthemums, dahlias and gladioli, but all other areas around the bungalow will be new. 
We want to ensure the garden is as colourful as can be, have all year round interest, has fragrance and 
structure and is attractive to pollinators. Additionally, it needs to be an all round design that includes 
groundcover, mid height shrubs and perennials, with some trees for blossom and edible fruit. We will try to 
minimise the need for maintenance, be mindful of climate change especially the need to reduce the need for 
supplementary watering once the garden is established. 
 
The good news is that we know our soil well by now and how the sun moves around our garden. We also 
have the experience of the last 10 years finding out what works and what doesn’t in this location. So, we 
have the basic information we need to start our planning. The front garden will be mainly driveway and 
borders and will be in full sun for most of the day so expect to see lots of roses, which do really well in clay 
soil, with the addition of some climbers, lavender and probably fig trees.  
The rear garden will be our biggest challenge as we expect parts of it to be in shade for most of the day. 
Although we are keen to get going, we know it’s sensible to wait until the roof is on, to watch the shadows 
being cast throughout the day. We will need a good deal of shade and partial shade loving plants so will do 
plenty of research. 
 
The area between the garage and the front hedge and existing chicken shed under the major oak trees will 
also need some thought because of the shade and reduced water content in the ground.  
We will share some of our successes and failures over the next couple of years as the new garden takes 
shape. 
 
Returning to this month, tasks are likely to include continuation of the planting out of leeks and winter greens. 
The continuation of hoeing, mowing and weeding will be added to by harvesting of existing fruit and 
vegetable crops and by resowing for succession crops.  
 
When watering is necessary, remember to give a good soaking occasionally rather than a frequent flash over 
with water that tends to encourage shallow roots. Continue to stake, tie in and protect plants that need it. 
Finally, enjoy your garden, spending time there whenever you can, making the most of any good weather 
and taking advantage of the benefits that being in the fresh air brings. 
A.O. 
 

We are grateful to our new Gardening Notes correspondent Andy Owen from the neighbouring village of 

Great Bromley.  Andy supports our Village Show when possible and is what I would call a “good grower”.  He 

has also recently given lots of dahlia plants for our recent stalls.  It will be lovely to get a new insight into 

gardening. 

PARISH COUNCIL 

 
There are no Parish Council reports this month as 
the council did not meet in  June. With the 
prolonged Covid restrictions there will be no 
meeting in July. 

SILLY JOKE 

 
First cat:  How did you get on in 
the milk-drinking contest? 
 
Second cat: Oh, I won by six laps! 
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 DEADLINE FOR AUGUST  MAGAZINE 

THURSDAY 15th JULY 

Material to Mary Maskell, Caldew Cottage, The Green, 250524 AND 
Carole Allington, Poplar House, Station Road, 251086. 

Please mark all material - “Parish Magazine” 

email: carole@pncallington.co.uk    AND  marymaskell@sys3internet.net 

IMPORTANT - PLEASE SEND ALL INFORMATION TO BOTH OF US  

Great Bentley Website:   www.greatbentleyparishcouncil.co.uk           

GREAT BENTLEY CRICKET CLUB 
 

With Boris’ announcement of lockdown extension until 19 July, our games will continue with current 
restrictions.  Sadly,the biggest casualty has been :Friday 9 July 2021 Kwik Cricket Tournament, which is 
now cancelled. 
 
Our archives have uncovered that this year we are Celebrating 250 years of Cricket on Great Bentley 
Green 1771 – 2021. The committee has decided with all lockdown putbacks that we will hold celebrations 
in 2022! So watch this space. If you have any memories/pictures, or would like to help the sub-committee 
organise the event, please contact: Carol Kerridge, e:kerridgecarol@gmail.com 
 
Matches for July  
 
Fri  2:  U15, U13, U11, Kwik Cricket Training 5.30-8.00pm 
Tue  6: U13 Away v Brightlingsea 6pm 
Wed 7: U13 Home v Mistley 6pm at Bromley 
Sat  10: Drysdale Annual Match 
Thu  15: U15 Away v Mistley 6pm 
Fri  16:  U15, U13, U11, Kwik Cricket Training 5.30-8.00pm 
Sun  18: U11 Home v B’Sea10am at Bentley Pitch 
Sun  18:  T30 Mens Away v Mersea CC. 1pm start 
Tue  20: U15 Away v Frinton CC 
Thu  22:  U13 Away v Copford 6pm (friendly) 
Fri  23:  U15, U13, U11, Kwik Cricket Training 5.30-8.00pm 
Mon  26: U11 Home v Tendring 6pm at Bromley Pitch 
Wed  28: U15 Home v Coggeshall at Bromley 
Fri  30:  U15, U13, U11, Kwik Cricket Training 5.30-8.00pm 
 
You can follow us on Facebook @ GBCC BAR for updates and information. 
 
Membership is now due: £15 per family or couple and £10 single per year, Forms available from: 
gbccbook@gmail.com 
 
Are you interested in playing cricket in beautiful surroundings?  Whatever your age, whether you are a 
competitive player, a bit rusty or would just like to just meet new people and have some fun, why not come and 
join Great Bentley Cricket Club. 
 
We have great facilities on the biggest village green in the UK run by a committee of local residents, dedicated 
to keep the game of Cricket a part of the village life. 
 
For more information, come along to the Club House on The Green, or email Peter Giles 
peter.giles@uwclub.net or Carol Kerridge: 07748 802690  kerridgecarol@gmail.com 

Mary will serialise the book “Two hundred years of sport on  
Great Bentley Green 1771 - 1971” by Carl Morton, over the next three months. See 
Pages 12 and 13. 
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SESAW NEWS 

 
Delicious! A steaming, hot cuppa on a roasting hot day. As I buried my face in Tanya’s mug to 
glean the last drops of her tea, I couldn’t help earwigging about some good news. 
 
Mum was very pleased because the Barn Owl was ready to leave us. Lea will keep a watch on the 
welfare and supplement its food for as long as is necessary to ensure a smooth transition back to 
the bird’s natural environment. Several birds of prey needed intensive feeding to rectify the harsh 
conditions they experienced due to the wet, cold Spring. One of them also had a fractured wing 
which was repaired by our vet, now all the raptors have been returned to the wild. 
 
If a run on the wild side appeals, there is just time to enlist in the Nayland 10K on Sunday 12th July. 
This fun, family event (not a race) for all levels, is well organised and raises lots of money for 
several local charities including SESAW. Sign up at: www.nayland10k.co.uk 
 
As we all adapt to the ‘new normal’ some of our volunteers have moved on, leaving us short of 
animal carers. If you can help and have a morning to spare each week, please leave a message on 
our answerphone or email with your details. Jobs include cleaning kennels, dog walking and 
feeding – which reminds me, it’s time for dinner! Come on Mum, put the kettle on for another brew 
and don’t forget to save some for me, Kenny (the Boss) Chihuahua. 
 
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Registered Charity No.1124029, Stoke Road, Leavenheath, 
CO6 4PP. Tel: 01787 210888 www.sesaw.co.uk 
 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

When I was born the nurses called me DOLLY DAYDREAM 
 
I was baptised Barbara Joan 
 
If my mother was in a hurry or cross when she wanted my sister and I she called us RABRA and 
ROSLIN (Barbara and Rosalind). 
 
My friends called me Babs or Barb. 
 
My nieces and nephew called me Auntie Barbie. 
 
When I went to my first Guide camp as a leader I had to have a camp name.  My surname Fookes 
inspired my fellow leaders to come up with FLOOK.  Flook was a cartoon character in the Daily Mail.  
The name FLOOK stayed with me as my guiding name for over 40 years. 
 
Now my great nieces and nephew call me Auntie Barbie. 
 
My carers sometimes have to wake me up at 10am.  I am also know to 
have the odd afternoon nap.  Therefore I am sometimes called DOLLY 
DAYDREAM by my sister. 
 
Barbara Fookes 
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A visit to a Temple                  John Evans 2021 
 

As a lad and when under considerable duress, I entered our chapel only to grudgingly witness 
weddings and funerals and Sundays provided an opportunity to play football against the bigger kids on our 
estate. With much blush-making I therefore admit to being a non-attender at church. Many years later my 
presence at church had still not shown any marked improvement so giving my school assembly address 
every Friday morning during which I led the singing and the reading of the Lord’s Prayer made me something 
of a fraud. Further perplexity arrived at my feet when, during my coaching days at a football club and about to 
play an important game, I was approached by a committee member who told me that he had been to his 
church to pray for a favourable result, a very kind gesture indeed but one which appeared to sum up his 
assessment of my coaching prowess. Being a little more pragmatic than he, my scepticism of his proposed 
solution soared although all opinion remained silent as the gentleman in question was the vice-chairman. Be 
that as it may, following that game and when nibbling an egg and cress sandwich in our joyful boardroom 
afterwards, I thanked him both for his thoughtful intervention and his decision not to sack me in order to 
appoint his revered preference. 

Nevertheless, whenever and wherever we go touring, it is essential for us to visit places of worship to 
create a mental image of the people who fashioned those sites, perhaps the design of the building, if indeed 
there was a building or to consider to what extent the site could reflect the culture of its people.  And so it was 
when we went to visit some friends in Kuantan on the east side of the Malaysian peninsula, a city on the 
shores of the South China Sea. To listen to Malcolm’s description of his life is for me full of fascination, that of 
a man now happily experiencing a world deeply influenced by custom and a culture intrinsically entwined in 
tradition. To hear of a Sultan’s role as the head of state is absorbing, the Sultan being pivotal within a system 
where he can become the King for a period of five years after which there is another vote to elect the new 
King, the new Agong. Today, the Agong is the Sultan of Pahang, a state to the south of the peninsula near 
Singapore. 

On our arrival in Kuantan we were invited to the family home to meet Choi’s mother and her family 
group who follow the Taoist belief of mutual respect, in giving allegiance to a life of universal harmony 
between man and nature and it was during this social event that we were further encouraged to visit the local 
temple to receive a consultation with the shaman. Curious to know more of the background or purpose of the 
ceremony we were about to witness, I asked our friend about the temple, what was to be expected of us and 
how we must conduct ourselves within its walls to which she answered that we were to prepare ourselves as 
we would see a shaman enter into a trance after which we would receive advice and reassurance from the 
spirit within the shaman. A Taoist temple she further added could be of any construction ranging from an 
elaborate edifice to a modest hut or even a cave. Our attendance however would hold no expectation on their 
part of any commitment from us or any judgement of us. 

The inspiring feature of the interior of the large temple was an ornate shrine which covered most of 
one long wall, a richly detailed arrangement of oriental design enclosed within a roof-like structure with 
elaborate eaves. Upon the yellow walls were evocative paintings of giant Chinese guards. The many pillars 
were painted deep red and had enormous gold coloured serpents or dragon-like mythical beasts wrapping 
themselves around the columned supports, creatures symbolic of good fortune. In the centre of the floor area 
stood a large red table upon which there were metal pots emitting a vapour. All was quiet and calm. 
Presently, the large sliding doors opened to reveal the shaman, a balding bespectacled man already in a 
deep trance, unable to walk unaided and wearing gold coloured loosely fitting silk trousers and leather 
sandals. He was bare chested, leaning forward slightly with his hands on his knees. His eyes were closed. In 
total silence he was helped to a waiting dark red chair the arms of which were of gold appearance with 
further gold trim around the seat rails. When settled he began chanting softly as if talking to someone but in a 
voice, I was told, that was not of his own. Our friend whispered that the god within him would speak to each 
of us. 

In due course an assistant, immaculately dressed wearing loosely fitting white cotton shirt and 
trousers smilingly beckoned me to kneel beside but to remain within touching distance of the shaman. With 
his eyes closed and whilst moving his hands around my head he began speaking softly then, reaching for his 
pen he wrote something on the back of my shirt, both forms of communication delivered in a particular variety 
of Chinese dialect. 

On the journey back to the party we discussed the experience 

during which we were assured by our friend that it was not the shaman 

who had carried out the consultation, more that he was a human 

manifestation of the spirit within him. The soft words spoken we were 

unable to understand and the writing, again incomprehensible, we had 

decided must remain private as although most of the family group were 

aware of our visit to the temple, nobody volunteered to translate for us. 

They felt that the words were for our attention only. 

I still have little understanding of Taoistic aspiration for 

universal harmony, but I am most grateful for the opportunity to share 

an insight into such a ceremony.  Thank you Malcolm and Choi. 
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FRINTON MUSICAL FESTIVAL 
 
 
I am  delighted to let you know that we enjoyed a super weekend of live 
music-making in Frinton over the bank holiday weekend. Our brilliant 
musicians have been in touch to say how excited they were to be 
performing in public once again – for some this was their first live concert of 
2021. The Tennis Club proved again to be the perfect venue, with excellent 
meals and a fine selection of drinks to be enjoyed before and after the 

concerts. Thanks to the support of the Cavatina Chamber Music Trust we welcomed a significant number of 
young people to our concerts for free.  
  
Please enjoy seeing some photos from this year’s festival here: 
  
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Zw5F8crx5ZGMin1aA 
  
I am already thinking about next year’s festival, which will run from 27

th
-30

th
 May. As a rule of thumb, ticket 

income covers less than half the cost of presenting the concerts and so our audiences, our organising team 
and our musicians are hugely grateful for every single donation we receive. Our sponsors are able to book 
in advance and when conditions allow we enjoy a big social get-together during the festival weekend.  If 
you would like to help in any way – with a donation and/or in a practical way, please get in touch. 
Donations can be made with a couple of clicks:  
  
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12221#!/DonationDetails 
  
Please read some of the lovely feedback we have received about this year’s festival here: 
  
http://www.frintonfestival.com/2021 
  
And finally: During the 2019 Frinton Festival I performed Bach’s Six Suites for cello in All Saints’, Great 
Holland and I spent much of that year performing them throughout the UK. I recorded them for Guildmusic 
in September and the CD was released last summer, earning an enthusiastic review in Musical Opinion:  
  
“Here is musicianship of a high order, interpretively and technically, allied to a natural recording 
quality...There is a warmth and humanity to these performances which dig deep beneath the 
surface...Bach’s genius is laid before us with masterful humanity and insight”. 
  
If you would like to buy the double CD, they are available for £20 including p&p (if you live abroad it will 
cost a little more) and I will donate £4 for every copy sold to Frinton Festival. If you'd like to buy one, please 
send £20 to 
 
https://paypal.me/robertmax3?locale.x=en_GB 
 
or if you prefer make a bank transfer to 
 
Account name: Robert Max 
Sort: 15-99-00 
Account: 48329060 
 
and please immediately send me an email to say 
you’ve done that, 
including your postal 
address. 
 
If you require an invoice 
please let me know and 
I will email this to you. 
 
With good wishes. 
Robert Max 
 

SCAM 
 

This latest scam has been publicised 
on the radio just this week and a 
resident has alerted me to it as she 
has been targeted by it today, (Sunday 
20th June). Twice. 
A message was received on the 
mobile phone saying sorry that she 
had missed a delivery and if £1.75 was 
paid they would redeliver. 
This is a scam to get your bank details 
so that they can withdraw money from 
your account. 
Please be aware of this.  Ed 
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Correspondence between a Great Bentley resident and Sir Bernard Jenkin MP about housing 
development in the village 

 
As a Great Bentley resident concerned about the over-development of our village, I wrote to our MP, Sir 
Bernard Jenkin, on 13 May outlining my concerns. This letter was published in the last magazine. I have now 
received a most disappointing reply from his office, reproduced below along with the original email trail so that 
readers can make sense of the correspondence.  
 
13 May 
 
Dear Sir Bernard 
  
I am emailing you following the announcement in the Queen’s Speech this week about proposals to planning 
law that will make it easier for developers to gain approval for developments. As you will know, there have 
been an increasing number of housing developments in Great Bentley village over the last few years. The 
most recent include two on Heckfords Road, one on Plough Road as well as one on Weeley Road which will 
be opposite my house. The latter was opposed locally but those decisions were overridden by the government 
inspector at a national level. 
  I accept that, in the past, local home owners have been reluctant to agree to increased housing in their 
locality for a myriad of reasons. Some of these have been seen as purely selfish while others have focused on 
the impact on the environment. Personally I accept the need for increased housing but it seems to me that the 
pendulum is swinging (has already swung?) much too far in favour of the developers to the point whereby our 
local democratic systems are overridden and ignored. This makes people feel both angry and powerless. 
  It also means that some developments are going ahead when they are going to cause serious problems 
for the local environment. For instance, in Great Bentley there is already huge pressure on the local school and 
GP surgery, as I’m sure you know, to the point whereby they are bursting at the seams. There is also a 
massive problem with increased traffic in the village. In addition to this pressure on the local infrastructure, 
there are genuine concerns about the impact of all this building on the environment. Every time we build on a 
greenfield site, we lose the space itself as well as the trees and other vegetation that grew there, in addition to 
the wildlife. Concreting huge areas also creates the risk of flooding which, in turn, threatens our sewage 
system. That is already starting to happen as s result of a development in the village that is not yet even 
finished. Quite how the system is going to function once all these developments are complete is a very real 
worry. 
  As our MP, I am sure you have sympathy with what I’m saying but I wonder if there is anything else you 
can do to help us safeguard our local environment more successfully and resist the total immersion of the 
village under concrete. It is surely not too much to ask for some local input into decision-making that is not then 
ignored higher up the food chain. Otherwise what is the point of having a local, district and county council 
system? 
  I look forward to your thoughts/ideas as to what we can do to work together more effectively to ensure 
that house building goes ahead (ideally on brownfield sites) whilst also allowing local people to have some say 
over what happens to their local environment. There is enough apathy as things stand in relation to local 
democratic procedures. It would be a shame to make those even worse. 
  
I am copying this letter to Lynda McWilliams as well as the Great Bentley village magazine as I’m sure many 
others in the village share my concerns. 
  
Many thanks. 
  
Alison Clarke 
 
21 May  
 
Dear Ms Clarke, 
 
Many thanks for taking the time to contact Sir Bernard regarding planning laws. 
 Sir Bernard has relayed your correspondence over to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government asking for their consideration and comments.  I will be in contact as soon as a response has been 
received.   If you would like any further assistance regarding this query or another matter, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
Jonathan Galvin   
Caseworker to Sir Bernard Jenkin MP 
 
15 June 
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                     Surgery News 
 
 
Proof of Covid Vaccination Status 
We have been receiving lots of enquiries from patients asking how they can 
find proof of their Covid vaccination status.  Below is a guide on how to find 
this which we hope will be helpful:- 

 
By calling 119 for a letter 
You can call 119 and ask for a letter with your COVID-19 vaccination status to be posted to you.  This must be 
at least 5 days after you complete your course of the vaccine. The letter will take up to 7 working days to 
reach you. 
 
In the NHS App 
You can view and download your COVID-19 vaccination status using the NHS App. 
You need to create an NHS login to use the NHS App if you do not have one already. NHS login registrations 
may take longer than usual when there are high numbers of requests. You will need to register at least 2 
weeks before your departure date if you require this for travel. This is not the NHS COVID-19 app. 
 
On the NHS website 
You can view and download your COVID-19 vaccination status online. 
You need an NHS login to do this. You will be asked to create an NHS login if you do not have one already. 
NHS login registrations may take longer than usual when there are high numbers of requests. You will need to 
register at least 2 weeks before your departure date if this is for travel purposes. 
 
If you have any problems, please find the direct link to the NHS website below: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/vaccination-status-for-travelling-
abroad/ 
 
Call-backs  
Can we please request that patients always have their preferred call back telephone number to hand when 
calling the surgery. Our team frequently have to wait for patients to find and read out this number which at 
busy times can cause longer waits for patients on the phone. 
 
Hospital Appointments 
Waiting times for hospital appointments have increased due to the pandemic.  Rather than contacting the 
surgery to ask about the appointment can we please ask patients to contact the Hospital where they have 
been referred to.  For all local appointments the Hospital can be contacted on tel. 01206 747576. 
 
Surgery Training Afternoon 
Along with all other surgeries in the area we will be shut from 12 noon on Wednesday, 21 July 2021 for staff 
training.  If patients require urgent care on this afternoon then they can contact 111 for assistance. 
 
Patient Participation Group Meeting 
At the time of writing the Newsletter there isn’t a Patient Participation Group meeting planned in July.  
 
Sue Mitson – Operations Manager 

Further to my email of 13 May, I note I have heard nothing further from you since your reply of 21 May.  
  
I have to say that I was somewhat bemused by that reply which simply forwards my email to another 
department despite the fact that I had asked for Sir Bernard’s individual views on what could be done about an 
area that is being over-developed in his own constituency.  
  
I can only assume from the deafening silence that he is not interested or has no ideas.  
  
I will again copy your reply and mine to our local village magazine.  
  
Yours  
  
Alison Clarke 
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TENDRING PRIMARY SCHOOL RECYCLE SCHEME 

As most of you will know, much of the sorting, boxing and despatching of all the wonderful recycling 
you kindly send in to us, has for many years taken place at Tendring Primary School.  For a long 
time, this all took place outside, without any cover, but in recent times we have had the benefit of 
being able to work inside a wooden cabin at the school as well.  However, the school now need the 
area back in order to be able to help the children better recover from the school hours lost due to the 
pandemic, and for that reason we are on the move and delighted to announce that by the middle of 
this month we will be relocating to the ECL site at Plough Corner, Harwich Road, Little Clacton.  
Once settled, we will finally be able to reopen again fully which we are really excited about.  As the 
fabulous team at ECL have kindly offered us the use of a large indoor area it will enable us to not 
only continue operating, but hopefully to expand as well. 
 For those of you who are not familiar with ECL, they are a forward-thinking Day Centre which 
offers support and day care for young adults with autism and/or learning disabilities.  They are keen 
to work with us and our volunteers and to become involved in the Scheme, and to help their clients 
become involved too.   
So much of what they plan to introduce at the centre supports our own aims and aspirations and 
those of the Scheme, especially their desire to build an inclusive and supportive community here in 
Tendring and to support charities in need.  We are deeply grateful to the team at ECL and are truly 
excited to be starting out on this next stage of our TPRS journey. 
 We hope to have completed the move by the second weekend in July, but please bear with us 
whilst final details of opening times for drop-offs etc. continue to emerge.  We will be in a better 
position to give you more information next month.  For now, please just keep saving your recycling 
for us if you can.  We will continue to offer 2 or 3 recycling schemes for drop-offs each week, until we 
are settled at Little Clacton.  Please see our Tendring Primary Recycle Scheme Facebook page for 
the specif ied drop-off points available, or on our website at https://
tendringprimaryrecyclescheme.weebly.com/  Alternatively you can call 07808239141 or 
07956411166 for further details.  
 Other news since the time of last writing, is that we have now signed up to 5 more excellent 
TerraCycle® schemes to allow you to be able to save even more from landfill!   
 
These are …… 
 

 The Good Refill Pouch Recycling Programme (which accepts Head & Shoulders, Pantene, 
Herbal Essences and Aussie shampoo refill pouches) 

 The Taylors of Harrogate Recycling Programme (for Taylors coffee beans pouches, Taylors 
ground coffee pouches and Taylors coffee bag sachets only – a brand specific programme, 
no other brands accepted) 

 The Ueshima Coffee Company Recycling Programme (for Ueshima coffee beans pouches, 
Ueshima ground coffee pouches, Ueshima coffee bag sachets and Ueshima aluminium 
coffee capsules – also brand specific) 

 The Baylis & Harding Recycling Programme (Baylis & Harding caps, pumps, flexible plastic 
lotion tubes and their caps, and Baylis & Harding Goodness hand wash refill pouches) and 

 The Popsockets® Recycling Programme (accepts all Popsockets® products, all brands of 
plastic phone cases and all Popsockets® packaging)  See two examples. 
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The Gardener 
 
Not for me, the scent of lavender, 
Gently teasing my senses in the evening air. 
Nor the sharper swishing of taffeta sweeping 
Over stone-cold flags; a lonely lady 
In need of company in the dark of night. 
There are no strange voices held captive, 
Crooning old-world lullabies to soothe a newborn babe; 
The creaking of a cradle threading its way down the wooden stairs. 
The dark walls throw out no shadows, no silhouettes, 
As the dim light of dawn seeps reluctantly through rain-wet glass. 
The old house has a right to serve a disembodied soul, 
Willing to embrace a ghost within its old and withered bones. 
But there are none. 
  
And yet, among the flowers of my garden, a warm breeze lifts, 
Rustling up through the drying leaves of ageing oak. 
Above the note of ambrosial air, I catch another smell, a new-lit pipe, 
and out of the corner of my eye, I see a wreath of smoke 
Lazily coil about itself and move skyward, skylark bound. 
I do not turn, I do not need to see.  Instead I listen; 
The rough clearing of an old man’s throat, a grumpy tutting as rose-
briar bowl parts company from old clay stem. 
There is a fumbling and a gentle oath, the sound of 
Old bones stooping to retrieve, a ritual passed many times a day. 
I hear the sound of heavy boots and the iron gate shrill, protesting 
against the unseen weight. 
And then, he is gone. 
JM 
 
 
 
 
 

Anecdote No 3: not quite a sailing story 
 

A very good friend of mine used to enjoy a glass of 
whiskey in the evening. 
 
One night, sitting around a table in the cockpit of his 
boat, with a few friends, the bottle of whiskey was 
getting rather low, and he had no more supplies. He 
poured the last of it into his own glass, and his 
chums soon realised they had run out. 
 
My friend needed to pay a visit, so he said to his 
friends: “I’m going to put my false teeth into my 
tumbler, so none of you drink it.” 
 
He went below to relieve himself, but when he got 
back on deck to enjoy the 
last of his whiskey, he found 
4 other sets of false teeth in 
his glass, as well as his 
own! 
 
I’m not sure what the moral 

of this story is, but it has 

always amused me. 

Mistake No 2: not a sailing story 
 

Many years ago, I went to see a friend in 
Colchester, who had invited a colleague down 
from London for the evening. He was a very 
different character from my friend, being rather 
pompous and hard to communicate with. 
 
I asked him what he did, and he said “I’m a 
conductor.” 
 
I replied, “Oh, that’s interesting. How long is it 
before they allow you to drive the bus?” 
 
He said: “No, I’m a conductor in London”. 
 
I said: “That must be nice, as you are able to see 
all the famous London sights, as you go along.” 
 
He said: “No, you misunderstand. I’m a conductor 
for the London Philharmonic orchestra!” 
 
My knowledge of classical music being 
somewhat limited, I decided it was time to draw 
the conversation to a close! 

D.S. 

FRIENDS OF THE GREEN 
 
This month has seen the return of 
Wednesday night fund raising efforts with 
our attendance at bikers night! Any 
organisations who attend are asked to 
follow the current government guidelines. 
Signs where required are on view but the 
vendors are in the hands of the public!  
This is our first fund raising event of the 
year so we hope the Wednesday night 
weather remains good! 
We understand the village dismay at the 
behaviour of a minority of bikers but 
unfortunately we have no control over 
their behaviour either on or off the Green! 
To date we have not seen or heard of any 
involvement of the police which seems 
surprising considering that about 800 or 
so bikes plus cars and the public gather 
on the Green! 
On Saturday the 10th of July we are 
arranging a Grand Garage Sale. For 
those that wish to take part book in with 
myself on 250799 or Beverley on 250724. 
The cut off date to be included in the sale 
map is Saturday 3rd July!  Maps will be 
on sale the following week for £1.00 at the 
Deli! Entry fee is £7.00 or £10.00 on the 
day so book early!! 
Proceeds from both events go to the 
upkeep and maintenance of the Green. 
 
 Michael Dorling Chairman F O G. 
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Seaside Themed Dot to Dot 
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COOKERY CORNER 
 

SMOKED HADDOCK PIE 
 
This looks very attractive when the pastry is puffed up and golden. The recipe serves 
six and can be frozen. Open freeze before wrapping and labelling, and use within three 
months.   

 
Ingredients:               

  Half a kilo of smoked haddock fillet 
  250ml milk and water mixed + 3 tbsp milk 
  2 eggs          500g puff pastry  
 
Poach the haddock in a pan with the milk and water for about ten minutes until tender. Drain and flake the 
fish removing the skin and bones. Place in a bowl. In a separate bowl beat the eggs with 3 tablespoons of 
milk, reserving a little for glazing. Add some pepper and mix well into the fish. Roll the pastry thinly into a 14 
inch square. Place on a large oiled baking tray diagonally so that the corners of the pastry overlap the sides 
of the tray. Spread the fish filling in the centre. Brush the pastry edges with water and fold two opposite 
corners into the centre to meet. Repeat with the other two corners, placing the last one on top and sealing 
like an envelope. Brush the whole pie with beaten egg and cook in a preheated oven at 200 degrees for 
about 25 minutes until risen and golden. 

  
BACALAO (SALT COD)  
                                                                                                                                                                         
Salt cod is extremely popular throughout Spain and is cooked in a variety of ways. This recipe is from the 
Basque region in Northern Spain. We stopped for a night at a remote Spanish “Hostal” and had a room with a 
wonderful view over the mountain ranges to the south, and the most uncomfortable bed ever! That evening 
we ate in the dining room, a sumptuous feast for the eyes, with wood panelling, high backed wooden chairs, 
pristine white tablecloths, engraved glass doors and an enormous carved sideboard laden with beautiful 
china bowls full of fruit. The two sisters who ran the Hostal had already explained apologetically that there 
was only one main meal that evening ….. “Bacalao”……  It was presented in individual bowls and was 
obviously fish, to my dismay. However hunger won and the piping hot dish was of course delicious! 
These ingredients will serve two hearty meals:    
 
    Half a kilo of salt cod soaked in water for 24 hrs  
    20g seasoned flour                 25ml olive oil          
    1 large onion chopped           1 garlic clove crushed  
    350g canned tomatoes          1 fresh chilli seeded and chopped 
    1 slice white bread                 200g can pimientos drained and cut in strips 
    2 tbsp breadcrumbs               1 tbsp chopped parsley 

Drain the cod and place in a large saucepan. Just cover with cold water and bring to the boil over a low heat.  
 
Remove from the heat and drain the fish. When the cod is cool enough, remove the skin and bones and cut 
the fish into smallish pieces. Coat these in the seasoned flour, shaking off any excess and set aside. Fry the 
onion and garlic until soft in half the oil in a deep frying pan. Add the tomatoes and juice from the can and 
reduce the heat. Simmer for 5 minutes. In a small pan, heat 1 tablespoon of oil and fry the bread slice until 
evenly brown. Remove the bread and cut into small squares. Stir these and the chopped chilli into the tomato 
mixture and simmer for a further 10 minutes. Spread half the tomato mixture into a baking dish (or two 
individual ovenproof dishes) cover with the salt cod pieces and top with the remaining tomato mixture.  
 
Arrange the pimiento strips over the tomato, mix the 
breadcrumbs and parsley together and sprinkle over the top. 
Drizzle the remaining oil on the dish and cook for 15 to 20 
minutes in a preheated oven at 180 degrees until nicely 
browned.  
 
Serve at once.        
 
 M.E. 
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  All at Sea!         

 

 

1. Name the fictional submarine captain created by Jules Verne. 

2. Captain Ahab commanded which fictional whaling boat? 

3. Which Frenchman invented SCUBA diving equipment?  

4. What is kelp? 

5. Which explorer commanded the ‘HMS Endeavour’?  

6. Which organisation maintains UK lighthouses? 

7. Name Henry VIII’s flagship now on show in Portsmouth? 

8. Who lives in the fictional underwater city of Bikini Bottom? 

9. In which Pacific island group is the real Bikini Atoll? 

10. Which saint is represented by a scallop shell? 

11. How many feet in a fathom?  

12. From which language do we get the word tsunami? 

13. Which creatures, half bird, half maiden, lured sailors onto rocks.  

14. Complete the title of Hemingway’s novel ‘The ………  ………  and the Sea.’ 

15. What are Viking, Forth and Cromarty? 

16. Who was the Roman god of the sea?  

17. Name the Oscar winning 1972 submarine disaster film starring Shelley 

Winters and Gene Hackman. 

18. The oceans cover what percentage of the world’s surface?  

19. Which is the world’s largest inland body of water? 

20. What should you do if you are addicted to seaweed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

1.Nemo   2.Pequod   3.Jacques Cousteau   4.seaweed   5.Captain James Cook   6.Trinity House 

7.Mary Rose   8.SpongeBob SquarePants   9.Marshall Islands   10.St James   11.6ft   12.Japanese   

13.Sirens   14.Old Man   15.UK shipping areas   16.Neptune   17.The Poseidon Adventure   18.70%   

19.Caspian Sea   20.sea-kelp !!!!!!!! 
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GREAT BENTLEY RUNNING CLUB 

 

May was a busy month as Lockdown continued to ease. 
  
Starting off with the Two Castles Trail on the 2

nd
 May, we had a team of 

blues doing some impressive self -navigating on this challenge. The race 
follows a circular route around the villages near Hedingham and Clare castles. Caroline Talbot ran a distance 
of the half marathon on her own and despite being slightly lost in a few places, she seemed to have a great 
time by finishing the run in 2:48:15 with massive satisfaction and relief that no search parties were involved. 
Apparently, this route involved only one castle and by looking at Caroline’s strava it appears to have been in 
Clare! 
 
Also solo there was Vicky Presland who chose to run a marathon which apparently was her 1

st
 one in 2 years. 

Vicky was not entirely happy with the fact that she ran 28 miles instead of 26.2 after taking some wrong turns. 
She may have made this an ultra-marathon, but no wonder! She crossed the finish line in 3:59:00 being 
2

nd
 (!!!) woman and 9

th
 overall.  

 
Our next lady chose to run with two of the men. Sarah Davison enjoyed the company of Paul Davison and 
Rob Dyer. The trio finished in a credible 4:38:00. 
 
On the same weekend our youngest female representative took part in Junior Parkrun. Yes, these are on, and 
Cienna Telford ran her first Parkrun this year making her dad and club proud. Apparently Cienna was in shock 
having to get out of bed for 8am on a Sunday! 
 
Anna Young , our ladies vice-captain  loves marathons and this particular one was undulating and partially on 
road and trail. She ran the Wickhambrook marathon where sadly she experienced some difficulties with 
asthma. Heroically she finished the race, in 4:53:32 which included an extra mile where Anna missed a 
turning sign.  
 
 Leoni Harvey, Davina Swindell and Helene Tyler took upon themselves virtual runs. Leoni did the Star Wars 
10 miles, and Davina and Helene 10k with their four-legged friends Charlie and Bella – both separately. 
Canicross is becoming ever more popular!  
 
Stampede 10k. This race starts and finishes at Colchester Zoo.  
 
This year’s edition of chasing raging giraffes and warthogs or rather being chased by hungry lions was very 
successful. Everyone survived and the medal and t-shirt made it worthwhile. As  in previous years, the cost of 
entry includes a ticket to the zoo where entrants were allowed to spend the rest of the day. Luckily all lions, 
giraffes and warthogs were locked up so we could do “Awww” and “Ahhh”, instead of “heeeelp!”. 
 
It’s a one lap course, a bit undulating in places.. Runners have to face one steep hill before re-entering the 
zoo. However, the route is picturesque and offers quiet country lanes where you can spot a photographer or 
two and different forms of encouragement – like the charming man who plays calypso for us every single year. 
Great stuff. 
 
When it comes to our ladies, it was a proper feast by our beasts. So many PBs and fantastic times- our blue 
ladies did the club proud. 
 
I’d like to start with Leoni Harvey who ran like a Jedi as the force was definitely with her that day! PB by 21 
seconds, Claire Poole a new PB and got herself 2 stars for this performance, I trimmed 3 seconds from my 
previous PB as well. However, the biggest PB rocket of us all is Deborah Hollidge who knocked off a 
whopping 4 minutes!!!  
 
Still on the 10k note, a week after Stampede we had 10  ladies taking part in the long anticipated Little 
Bromley 10k organised by our friendly neighbouring club Harwich Runners. It’s a flat course known as a 
potential PB and so it didn’t disappoint. Caroline Talbot fuelled by The Eurovision song contest excitement 
flew for another PB by 1min 42s. It’s her 2

nd
 10k in 2 weeks and she recently knocked a PB in Snetterton on 

this distance in April. I mean – this girl must love it and so it’s brilliant to see her chasing her goals with such 
passion!  Bev “Wow” Shortley has a massive reason to be proud of completing the race 1

st
 in age category 

and she scooped 4 stars for her efforts. Next in line is Belinda Palmer-Barnes and Tricia Stacey who achieved 
3 stars each, followed by Caroline Talbot, Lex Carlisle – all 2 stars, Sammy Cotton and Nicola Laverack 1 
star. 
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Meanwhile the non-official Great Bentley Rambling Club made of Vicky Presland, Deb Hollidge, Paul Hollidge 
and Phil Presland completed the whole length of the Essex Way! That is over 82 miles. Yes, the team hiked it 
in 4 days come rain come shine. Well mostly come rain! They had some stormy days, so wind and rain added 
to the challenge. They were joined by Derek and Sarah Greenham on Wednesday and Thursday who covered 
40 miles from Dedham to Pleshey.  
 
Claire Poole shared her disappointment with The Big East Middle Triathlon she had been training for. The 
swim was reduced to 1000 meters and the bike ride was cancelled due to a traffic incident. On top of that her 
20k run was affected by gusty 20mph winds and rain along the sea wall. However, this character-building 
running challenge didn’t stop her and she completed it in 2:19:08.  
 
A bit further afield Sarah Davison did 4 laps on trail at the Haughley Park Infinity Run, where runners can do as 
many laps of just under 5k as they want/can within the window of 2 hours. Sarah came in as 5

th
 female out of 

43! 
Also, two ladies took part in the Ipswich 5k series where they ran 2 laps in Christchurch Park. According to 
Leoni the event was well organised and included an evil hill. Leoni completed it in 28:05 and Anna Young in 
26:37.  
 
Our superstars from the Rambling Club Vicky and Debs took part in another interesting event – this time they 
ran a self-navigating trail where tickets are for £5 to enter, and in typical Essex Trail Events style, runners get 
£2 vouchers for a pint of beer at the end. The event was the Galleywood Gallop and our ladies galloped 6.2 
miles to the finish line in 56.08 and were joint 3

rd
 on the podium. 

 
Last but not least we have Sarah Davison who ran Boston marathon (the UK version)  in 03:51:50 which is her 
PB by a minute!  Amazing performance on a sunny (at last) day. 
 
Paul Carlisle 

 

EURO 2021 
 
During Euro 2020(21) I have had the pleasure of being offered two very different roles from 
two different organisations.  
 
Role1) Mayor of London, Squad member. Role: assisting the public by offering advice and 
directions  and answering questions. No 1 Question…...where’s the toilets? 
First shift the morning after the Scotland game, was at Piccadilly Circus. Scots Fans were all 
pleased with a point and were all in good spirits.  
Sharing time with other likeminded volunteers is very rewarding.   
 
Role2) UEFA based at Wembley.   
 
Role: Fleet operations. Supporting drivers of VIP transport VW Touaregs, Transporters, EVs 
ID4s ID3s.  
 
Both roles share the same uniform.  
 
My preference is the Mayor role, which suits me better.  
 
I also was lucky enough to keep hold of match tickets I’ve had for two years for the England 
v Croatia game, and a round 16 game which at time of writing looks like Italy v ?   
 
Dave Matthewson  
Pictured; Dave with his two sons at the England v Croatia match. 
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AN EASY WALK 

Taken from Some Walk Notes based on the Parish of Great Bentley by Dave Kirby 

 
You may not think of Great Bentley as a sea port but it was indeed when it had a wharf on Flag Creek, so how 
about exploring south of our parish. 
 For a short walk drive to Hollybush Hill and park opposite Hill Cottages.  Take the lane (next to No. 1) 
that goes down to the woods.  The land to your left has recently been cleared and landscaped with new fences 
and as you go through the wood new fences on the right. 
 One touching little scene that has emerged is a rounded top gravestone in a bed of daffodils marked 
simply with the name “BILLY” and I hear that it was for a donkey.  Keep left in the woods and go up on the sea 
wall and around the end of the Creek, crossing Saltwater Brook, the Parish boundary, on the way. 
 From 1881 until 1911 the Wharf and two large brickworks were on the opposite side: just try to imagine 
the Thames sailing barges bringing in coal and taking away the bricks, probably to London.  Further down the 
creek motor barges now take on sand and gravel. (Not any more it is all taken by road now). 
 This is a walk of wide open spaces, curious bushy oaks, saltings and dykes as you follow the sea wall 
with Brightlingsea Church always in sight.  Watch out for the birds: there are often swans on the ponds, little 
warblers in the reeds and flocks of geese like distant clouds in the sky.  We have been lucky enough to see a 
Marsh Harrier take off from the dykes and on rising and falling tides the various waders follow the water’s edge 
feeding in the mud. 
 At the end of the first big field turn right to cross the next meadow, marked with the usual yellow arrow 
on the stile, and right again on the track to Greatmarsh Farm.  (The paths going the other way lead to 
Brightlingsea). 
 The hedges in winter here are ablaze with hawthorn berries, rosehips, sloes and holly and in some 
years the colourful little waxwings suffering from bad weather in Scandinavia migrate south in flocks to feed on 
them. 
 At the farm cross their drive, which is a private one, and the path continues to the left in a green lane 
past the barns and out into a meadow with a large pond on the left.  Continue past Cottage Farm and up their 
drive, a public right of way this time, to end up back on Hollybush Hill. 
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NEW PRINTER FUND 
 

Thank you seems rather inadequate to express our gratitude to you all for 
your generosity and support for the magazine and our new printer.  It is 

gratifying that this monthly magazine is loved by so many. 
The Saturday stall has been not only very profitable but also a gathering of 

villagers for a time of purchasing, donating and also for chatting and  
laughter. A little bit of normal when all of our major village events  

have been cancelled. 
 
With the guidance and aid of Karen Tedder-Ward at Community Voluntary 
Services Tendring (CVST) I was encouraged to apply for a grant of £1,000 

from the Grassroots charity which supports community and voluntary  
organisations across Colchester and Tendring.  This was successful. 

 
Karen then suggested I try the Essex Community Foundation who informed 
us on Monday 14th June that we were to receive £800 from the Tinneveld 

Family Fund which is administered by ECF. 
 

Community Reach Partnership, Brightlingsea 
Our application to Community Reach resulted in a further grant of £500 

Which means that our target has been reached. 
 

PRODUCE STALL 

The 3 main stalls held so far have raised an amazing £1,604  
The rest of the money has come from private donations. 

 
JUST WHEN I THOUGHT THINGS COULD NOT GET ANY BETTER….. 
Annabel our church treasurer suggested it would be a good idea to contact 
the firm which supplies our printing machine as Covid has affected supply 

and demand of so many goods. Can you believe this? 
The machine we would like to purchase is on special offer until the end of 

June and we will SAVE £900. 
 

SO THANK YOU TO EVERYONE, 
FROM THE MAGAZINE TEAM. 

 
The stall will continue fortnightly but we will now be raising 

funds for the new sound system we require  
at St Mary’s church.  

See you on Saturday 10th and 24th July. 
 


